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ACCLAIM FOR BURNING DESIRE
One of the crucial social attributes direly missing in the overall make-up of the youth
today is humility. Abel Mukwevho has this in abundance, not for effect, but as a matter
of course. Our first encounter was at a budding motivational speakers and authors’
bootcamp hosted by the almost peerless inspirational all-rounder Billy Selekane
somewhere in Ekurhuleni, Gauteng several years ago. Abel is still as self-effacing today
as he was way back then. I was humbled when he invited me to a youth motivational
seminar in Soweto soon after the bootcamp. Soon thereafter, Abel wrote several
motivational pieces for Sowetan in the newspaper’s nation-building projects pages. In
several chats, Abel spoke about a fire at his home and how it had transformed his life.
Least did I know, that this would be the fire which would become the fiery metaphor for
his resurgent and currently, and almost unstoppable life journey, including this great
book that will help show any reader and listener – discerning or undiscerning – that life
begins just where you thought the horizon were to end. The world has this lethal
tendency to ignore the voice of our youth. To circumvent this most spectacularly, this
book allows Abel to address readers of all social levels in a most mature, inspirational
and truly rousing manner. I rarely endorse or write forewords as I am wary of short
changing my own brand. But, I put my neck on the block here. While this world will
forever move towards perfection – in vain – this book might not be perfect in the eyes of
the fastidious, but it is a bold attempt at telling a most initially heart-breaking story, to
serve as a life lesson, especially for those who are short-sighted enough to believe in the
power of the mind, the imagination, dreams, self-reliance, hope and hard work. I am
proud to have a copy. Looking forward to more. Not even the sky is the limit for a highlydriven man like Abel Mukwevho.
Victor Mecoamere – Assistant News Editor, Sowetan
Young people are facing enormous challenges in today’s society. Challenges range from
drug abuse, to health challenges. A lot of young people live in fear, anger, frustration and
some are in desperate situations. They also lack people that can talk at their level and in
their language. This internet born generation has turned to social media for advise,
counselling and therapy by peers.
Reading books is a very powerful means of development, growth and influence. Yet most
youth don’t read much. The reason could also be that very few books are written for the
youth and even fewer by the youth themselves. Most books about youth are written by
adults who talk to the youth by giving them instructions of do’s and don’ts.
Burning Desire is a book by a young person to other young people. It is a book on how
you can channel devastation, fear, confusion and anger to positive energy and create a
dream/ vision to a better living as a young person. It is a book about hope, it is a book
about true friendship, true love, giving. This book will show you how you can be positive
in the mist of everything going wrong. How you can be energised in a situation to act on
and realise your passion and dream of confusion and despair like Abel Mukwevho did.
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As a young person you will relate to the book in many ways; the language
used, the stories told and illustration used and told etc. But most
importantly it will change your life for the better.
Gloria Mbokota – Life and executive coach – Tsimeni Coaching.
Associate Certified Meta Coach, BA Psychology and Education
When I met Abel in 2009, I could see fire in his young eyes. I didn’t know that fire had
literally burnt down his parents house! But thank God he is a self-motivated man who
did not allow the fire that burnt his house burn him down. He instead got fired up! He
tells the story in such an engaging way that the reader will feel the fire as it razed the
house down, but in the process helps the reader to discover their inner fire and channel
it into achieving their goals. I could identify with a lot of concepts in the book and the
one that really caught my attention was getting stuck and how Abel gives tips on how to
get unstuck. I recommend this book to anyone who wants to ignite, reignite or just keep
the fire burning.
Hector Motau – Motivational (Motauvational) Speaker and MC. MD at The
Motivation Company
This book is bursting with insightful, relevant and practical tools that are critical to help
the young and the old to achieve their goals. Abel’s ability to tell stories in a humorous
way encourages readers to use their imagination. Developing the imagination can
contribute to self-confidence and personal motivation as readers envision themselves
competent and able to accomplish their hopes and dreams.
Burning Desire teaches how to turn a crisis into an opportunity and has some useful
nuggets that everyone can use to enhance their life. Someone who reads this book will
have to keep an open mind and look forward to ‘ah-ha’ moments.
We can all use a little encouragement from time to time. Especially when we begin to
have feelings of self-doubt and/or frustration. If left unchecked, these feelings can get in
the way of us achieving our goals and dreams. I hope this serves as a motivator for you
to soar in this Changing World.
James Mpele – Change Agent, leadership coach. MSc in Training and HRM
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FOREWORD
Adversity and misfortune are amongst some of the many challenges that God allows to
come our way, for the purpose of unearthing from within us those rare qualities that no
other force or power can achieve. These two are amongst the most powerful stimulants
ever known to man, and whoever wishes to become a champion must embrace them
whenever they come his or her way because they are rare and they never last, but always
leave a lasting impression in our lives and the lives of those around us. Especially to
both the ones who think we will never re-surface and those who are praying for our
survival.
I love reading books, but above all; I love reading books that relate real life stories. These
stories always show us how others; instead of giving up, choose to use their downfalls as
foundations to rebuild their lives again.
On the night that led to the birth of this book, I received a call from one of our church
members, informing me about a fire that destroyed the property of one family in our
church. My wife and I quickly drove to the place, and at the back of my mind I was busy
trying to imagine the extent of the damage. I never imagined the house totally destroyed
as it was. There was absolutely nothing that was not burnt. The roof fell into the house,
and the building looked like it was never inhabited just a few hours ago.
Red flashing fire engine lights illuminated the dark street flashing like disco lights, giving
one a glimpse of each face as we walked past the multitude of neighbors standing in
small groups along the road - who had come to give support to the family. Every person
we met had nothing to say except to shake their heads and shrug their shoulders, as if to
say; “you can see for yourself, so please don’t ask me.” So it was official, The Mukwevho
family no longer had a house and a home they so much cherished in a quiet suburb far
from Soweto, and all it took was just a spark from a faulty electrical wire somewhere in
the ceiling.
I felt totally helpless, and resorted to not asking any interrogative questions lest I miss
the point of having come, which was to ask if there was anything we could do to help the
family. I made sure that I spoke to every member of the family, telling them that all was
going to be okay. I thanked God that none of them asked me how, because at that
moment, there was no way I could have given them any solution to what they should
have done next. By the time we left, I made sure that I left behind the few windbreakers
that I brought along for the family, and the pair of shoes that I had on, I left for the head
of the family who was almost out of his mind because of the whole ordeal.
If anyone had told me back then, that what started a fire that destroyed brick and
mortar also started another fire that would become the concepts and nuggets found in
this book, I would have written that off as the greatest false prophecy of all time.
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I wish to thank God for helping the Mukwevho family to be where they are today. I also
wish to congratulate Abel for a book not only well written, but also very inspiring and
practical for everyday use.
Read it with an open mind, and you will surely find some treasure in it.

MONTOEDI KOTU
SENIOR PASTOR AT THE FREEWAY TABERNACLE
AUTHOR OF LIVING YOUR LIFE IN STEREO
PROFESSIONAL SPEAKER
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Jeremiah 1 vs 6 – 7
“Ah Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I do not know how to speak, I am only a child.”
But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go to
everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you”
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INTRODUCTION
I grew up in the township, in the last parts of Soweto. Any male who grew up there,
knows that every winter just before our curfew after a dusty game of soccer, we would all
gather around a bush and start a controlled fire to keep warm. This fire was called
‘Itezzi’, a township-lingo term used to describe a fire in the veldt that is used to keep a
couple of people warm. You don’t have to have grown up in the township to literally
understand what itezzi is; you drive around town and there are people using itezzi, only
difference is, theirs might not be in a an open veldt, theirs possibly is in an old drum or
aluminium trash can.
Ours however; consisted of veldt plants, old car tyres and fallen branches from trees. We
would all stand facing the fire making fun of each other; the older guys would narrate
fictional adventures from their childhood. Stories such as; “behind that mountain in
Protea South is America, and once there was a man who went there, and when he
returned he went mad.” We believed those stories until we got to geography class in grade
5, then we realised that the older guys were either full of nonsense, or they also really
believed that the USA was behind a mountain in Protea South.
When their tales grew tiring, we would discuss the game we were going to play the next
day, and possibly select who will be playing for which team. I was not the best player in
the field, and somehow I ended up in the team where all the guys couldn’t play soccer
very all. That’s how it was; if you were good, you belonged to a good team of players, and
if you were close to average or bad, you went straight to the team that would obviously
lose. So every match was predictable – there were winners and losers, and it was very
clear after the first fifteen minutes who the losers were.
Because we were standing outside on a winter night, we were facing the fire, but our
backs got cold. So strategically in time intervals we would face the fire for a certain
amount of time, and then turn around to let our backs get warm. We never let the fire
die down; itezzi never dies down. If the fire seemed to be dying, somewhere around us
would be something we could add on so we could keep warm, that fire would go on for
hours on end. Fifteen minutes before our curfew we would one-by-one start departing,
depending on who’s curfew was when. Mine was 18:00. Well, that’s when the street
lights went on. The instruction was never to come home after the street lights were lit. It
took a few beatings and being locked outside for a couple of nights for me to finally learn
what time the street lights lit.
When we got home we would find the lounge all warmed up by the heater. But any black
boy who played soccer in the dust, knows that when you get home, you never sit on the
couch – that just qualified you to get a back hand from your mom. So you had to walk
straight into the bathroom and wash your feet. If you had ablutophobia – the fear of
washing or bathing, then the carpet was yours for that evening. You wouldn’t dare sit on
her sofas.
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When our family moved from the township to the suburbs, for the first time I was
exposed to the fire place. I knew what it was, I just hadn’t had the opportunity to have
one in the house where I was living. So you guessed it, I couldn’t wait for winter to test
this fire making and controlling machine. Using my experience from itezzi, of course I
would be the one who got down and dirty with the fire wood and the coals. As a matter of
fact; my parents made it my responsibility to start the fire in the house every evening. I
began regretting bringing my itezzi skills into our home – every weekend and school
holidays it was my responsibility to clean up all the ashes every morning.
I observed something with the fire place; although it was all fancy and in the house,
there was really a slight difference between it and itezzi. The only difference was that it
was in the house and you couldn’t really add anything you liked to keep the house
warm. It wasn’t big enough to add a car tyre to it (the gasses emitted weren’t echofriendly nor were they household friendly) and lastly and most obvious, my soccer
buddies weren’t there to keep me company while keeping warm. No, the fire place was
more sophisticated, clean, for the family and it saved a lot of electricity too. My
observation extended a bit further when I realised that not all wood was for the fire
place. There is fire wood then there is all the other ordinary wood that you get. But just
because they can get burnt doesn’t mean they are good for the fire place. Unlike itezzi; in
the fire place you don’t just throw anything inside hoping it will get burnt and keep you
warm. The wood that you use must be flammable. I doubt that my soccer buddies and I
cared about such – we just wanted to get warm, and the only available resource to keep
us warm in this case, was the fire and anything that was around us to throw into the
fire.
The firewood doesn’t have to be inside the flames to catch fire, it just had to be in close
proximity with the fire and in few seconds it will be all in flames. But with the wood that
is not flammable, try putting it in close proximity with the fire, and all you will have is
just smoke around the wood.

BURNING DESIRE
REVEALED
The point of that whole itezzi, the fire place and the wood anecdote is to hone in a
metaphor, to try and explain what a burning desire is and what it should mean to you
and how you, as the flammable wood can take the burning desire within you and be
flammable.

Everybody has a burning desire™, everyone just has to know how to take their desire
and turn it into flames – that is, take their desire and turn it to achievement. ‘What is a
burning desire?’ You may ask. Good question! But before I give you that one sentence
definition, let me give you a few examples and let’s see if you can define it for yourself.
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“There are two tragedies in life. One is to lose your heart’s desire. The other is to gain it.” –
George Bernard Shaw
You know that feeling that you get within you, when you are in a taxi to Sandton and
you drive past the Michael Angelo Towers, somehow one day you get an opportunity to
walk in, and you see all that luxury – something you only see on TV in those European
shows. Or when you are in a bus and you’re sitting near the window during traffic, and
you take a look outside; there you see your favourite car driven by someone your age,
and you ask yourself; when you are going to get there? Or one day you get invited to a
gala dinner and the president of that particular company walks in and shakes your hand
and during the dinner you strike a good 30 minute conversation with him as if he was
your long time friend, and two days later, you appear in the local newspaper with him.
I could go metaphor after metaphor, but let me drive my point home. You see a burning
desire is that feeling in the inside of you that seems similar to the one you got when you
had your first kiss, only this time it has nothing to do with love, the birds and the bees
or the heebie-jeebies. This time it is all about wanting to achieve. A burning desire is that
feeling you get in the inside of you, when you are in close proximity with the success you
want to achieve. But if we are honest with each other; butterfly feelings in the inside of
you, do not make you achieve. You can have as many great feelings about something,
but unless you do something about it, it will all be but just a feeling.
“All achievements, all earned riches, have their beginning in an idea.” – Napoleon Hill
Burning desire is all about moving that feeling in the inside of you and making it a
reality around you. With a burning desire you will be exposed to things you would like to
achieve. From exposure you will begin to attract them. That burning feeling in the inside
of you simply means you are flammable – it is possible to achieve it. You just need to
strategically position yourself to the fire – that is, strategically plan and execute your
achievement plan. You will never know how much oil you have in the inside of you, until
we put you to flames. The intensity of the flame will be determined by the amount of oil
in the inside. You are as flammable as your burning desire.
The next question you are probably asking is; ‘what about those who are not flammable,
those who do not have any oil or burning desire liquid in the inside of them?’
You see, when it comes to wood; flammable or not, if you put it in the fire it will surely
catch flame. There are some people who don’t have the desire within them, they just
don’t know how to. They are exposed to it, but even in close proximity they still don’t
have that desire, all they have around them is just smoke. They are exposed to all
greatness, but still, it makes no difference to them. If you read that, and thought; these
are the people who have no hope whatsoever - well, you are wrong.
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“where there is smoke, there is fire” - Unknown
Even though these people don’t have the desire, but they can catch the flame. The smoke
that I just told you about, well, for as long as there’s smoke around the wood, it can be
flammable. Put any wood in the fire, and take it out after a few minutes it will either be
in flames or there will be smoke around it. Put the same wood back into the fire, and
what you will see after a few hours is ashes. Some people have the ability to catch a
flame and keep it burning, others don’t need to catch flame, they just need to burn in the
fire. From the ones who have burning desire oil within them, and need just to be in close
proximity with the success they want to be, to the ones who have no heat within them,
and all they need is just to be thrown in the fire.
According to burning desire, you are one of two people; flammable or non-flammable.
Burning desire enabled or burning desire non-functional. But the whole point here is not
to start a feeling in the inside of you, if you have it, that’s good, if you don’t have it, let us
throw you in the fire, and when you get to the next cover of the book, you will be in
flames.
Every generation, young or old, every one of us has got to a point in time when you were
in school and a simple desire was what you wanted to be when you grew up, that was
just about the only thing we cared about that time. And if you asked any child at that
age that time, there was a common answer, “I want to be a policeman”, either that or a
fireman and of course if they were girls, it would be something like; “I want to be a
nurse.” One of the weirdest or probably just amazing things I’ve heard is when I was
doing research for this book, I asked a seven year old what she wanted to be when she
grew up, she said, “I want to be a biologist.” My jaw dropped because I really thought
that the child was out of her mind and she had been watching too much of the National
Geographic Channel. I asked another child around the same age what he wanted to be;
“I want to be a Chartered Accountant”, he said. I started to think that there was
something wrong with the type of education these kids were getting. But then I realised,
their desire to achieve such professional careers, was created because they were exposed
to people who were such. The only reason you and I wanted to become policemen and
nurses at that age, was because that is all we were exposed to. We liked the police
programmes and “doctor doctor” shows. But your burning desire is always ignited to
what you are exposed to, and if you are exposed to it, it should possibly attract you, in
one way or another.
“First say to yourself what you would be; and then do what you have to do” – Epictetus
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To medically prove my previous thought. We were taught when growing up that we all
have 5 senses; Sight, hearing, taste, touching and smelling. Your nose on its own cannot
distinguishes odours. Your eyes on their own cannot distinguish sight. Your pellets on
their own cannot distinguish taste. Your ears on their own cannot distinguish audios.
Your body on its own cannot distinguish texture. All your 5 senses cannot distinguish
anything on their own, without sending messages to the brain. There are only 5 ways to
get to the brain, and that is through the five senses. When we touch, hear, smell, taste or
see something that sense through the nerves sends a message to the brain and the brain
will send messages back to the body for a particular reaction. Suppose there’s a bad
smell, your nose does not know that there’s a bad smell, until a message is sent to the
brain. The brain will interpret the odour as bad and then send a message to your body
and that’s when the reaction happens; you cover your nose with your hand.
My point is, there are only 5 ways to develop the brain – and that’s through the 5 senses.
They are the only 5 ways we can get to our brains. My fascination however, is with the
eye – sight. Amazing how our eye does not know what it is seeing until it sends an image
to the brain and the brain it to; “you’re are looking at Jessie.” At that point, your mind
knows who Jessie is, and Jessie is a familiar face to your mind and not your eye. More
fascinating is that what you see, you mind can meditate on until the brain send a desire
to your heart. If you’re married or in a relationship, think of how you met and got your
partner. You saw them, the brain interpreted; handsome or beautiful. Interest was
sparked in your mind and a message of desire was sent to your heart – and that’s why
you are where you are right now. Same with an achievement burning desire.
“When your desires are strong enough, you will appear to posses super human powers to
achieve.” – Napoleon Hill
You see something, the brain interprets it and it sparks desire and it sends it to your
heart and soon before you know it, you are passionate about being; an accountant, a
doctor, an engineer etc. All this was started because you saw something and were
interested in it. You were exposed to something that sparked desire. But just as I was
telling you about what we were exposed to. As we grew a little older and could count in
multiples, we outgrew the policemen and nurse stage and we now wanted real serious
careers. We opted for being doctors and engineers, and not just any engineer, we wanted
to be electrical engineers because electricity was the only engineered product we were
exposed to. Then we realised that, to be an engineer or a doctor, you needed to get less
detentions at school and focus more on your maths and science homework, and that led
us to exploring other careers that would fit our mathematical intelligence. And once we
were certain of what exactly it is that we want to do, it was then college or University.
Once you got your degree you had to add to the unemployment statistic of the country
for a few months though, until you settled for a job you didn’t study to do, which had a
less income than the one you were qualified for, but as long as you were able to pay your
bills right?
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That then would lead you to getting married and having kids, which is a much greater
expense if you didn’t plan well enough for it. So until your children are older and
independent, you will probably be living to survive, and all those dreams you had when
you were a kid; flying a plane, going skiing in Norway, or taking your kids to Disney
Land once a year for their toddler age – all of that went down the drain, all because of a
system we all chose to follow.
Doesn’t that sound a whole lot more like instant gratification? It could be, but it is not.
Because with a burning desire, what you are challenging, is the system. A system that
was passed down from generation to generation, seeing us do the same thing over and
over again, with the same results. The same system that will see us blaming the
government, the apartheid regime, and our gender. I’m very glad I touched on the gender
issue, because it just led me to my next point, competition; burning desire people are not
in competition with the other gender, that died on the 9th of August 1956 (at least in
South Africa it did). We are neither in competition with the other race, that died on the
27th of April 1994. We are in competition with a generation preceding us, we do not want
to prove a thing, we are just saying that there are ways and methods of achieving which
take a little less time than what it took them. And we don’t blame them for teaching us
these methods; we love them for that, how else would we have calculated a time frame?
But there are ways and means of attaining such things without waiting for a retirement
fund or a pensioners grant from government.
You see with burning desire you begin to realise that you have a fire to achieve. I knew
what I had in the inside of me, and I knew that once I caught flame, all I had to do was
just maintain the fire around me. I did not want to wake up knowing that if I do not go to
work that day, I would have to survive all the way. I wanted to maintain the success I
already had already created around me, and probably increase to it. You are aware that
the desire in the inside of you has already created a success stigma in and around you
right? But success in the inside is not what we want. We want to move it from desire to
achievement. You want what you feel intrinsically to be evident extrinsically. So you have
to maintain the intrinsic long enough until it is extrinsic. That’s what I mean by
maintaining the success you already have. The first man on earth is possibly the best
example of maintaining the success you already have. Adam came in to a fully furnished
garden. His needs were met, he could survive. Maintaining that, would then have him
move from just survival right up to self-actualization. So his responsibility was to take
care of his environment in order to survival, not just to survive – in the long run he was
to be successful from his environment. The point I’m trying to draw in here is, a burning
desire should be able to take you from just success feelings to success happening
around you.
“It doesn’t matter where you are coming from. All that matters is where you are going.” –
Brian Tracy
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Which is why when you have a burning desire you move up in all levels of the need
hierarchy. People with a burning desire don’t just work to survive; they work towards a
specific goal, and after survival, they move on to maintaining the success they attained
from trying to survive. Burning desire causes restlessness. Restlessness is good, because
then you are now aware of your surroundings and you are more aware that you can
make it, more especially if you are trying to get yourself out of a poverty situation.
Restlessness can be caused by anything from close proximity, home situation, poverty,
working environment or even tragedy or adversity. In my case my restlessness was
caused when our home caught fire, on the 18th of August 2008.
Remember the fire place I was telling you about? Well this time not only did it put the
wood in fire, it put the whole house on fire. Traumatizing and sad I know – but that
event ignited a burning desire in the inside of me. And today I am writing to you, sharing
that time when our home burnt down and the lessons learnt during the time that will
help ignite the burning desire in you, and not only leave you with a feeling, but put you
to flames.

BURNING DESIRE
ORIGINS

That week was the hardest week of my life, even more so that time that we spent
starring at our house burning down, and the flames erupting from the roof. We were
so popular that week that we had an interview in a radio station’s breakfast show
and the next week we made the front page of our local newspaper, and this is how
the article read:

House burns down
Family left desperate and stranded
A HOUSE in Brackendowns burst into flames leaving the residents desperate
and in total shock. According to Daniel Mukwevho, owner of the property in
Soetdoring Street, his wife was working in the kitchen and he was in the living
room when the lights went off. “I went to the kitchen to check the main switch,
but couldn’t find anything wrong,” said Daniel. Daniel’s son, Abel, who was
studying when the lights went out, came down the hallway and said that he
continually hears noises on the roof but thought it was the doves or even rats.
“Minutes later Abel joined me in the living room when he saw flames coming out
of the roof,” said the disconsolate father. According to Daniel, he hurried out to
get a bucket of water from the garage to kill the flames. “While I was trying to
extinguish the flames, the neighbours told me to get down, as the fire as the fire
was spreading rapidly,” said Daniel.
His older son, Marvin, then sped off to the fire department for help. The fire
department extinguished the
fire but only the garage and an outside room was left of their once beautiful
home
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The purpose of this book is to create a burning desire in the inside of you. By the time
you reach the other cover you will be in flames, these flames will be the ones helping you
perform successfully within the boundaries of your purpose. As I explained earlier,
according to burning desire, there are two types of people; those you are flammable and
those who are non-flammable. Burning desire enabled, and burning desire nonfunctional. Whichever category you belong to, this book contains principles that will help
you catch the fire and be able to maintain it.
“Adversity introduces man to himself.” – Unknown Author
As I take you through the night and week our home burnt down, I will share with you
principles and secrets of how to catch the achievement flame within the boundaries of
your purpose. Then allow me to talk to those who say I have no burning desire, let me
throw you into the fire, and like itezzi, let you catch the fire none the less. I know you
might think that I am speaking about success or being opulent. No I am not, I am just
writing to echo-boomers, who want to catch fire and maintain their fire, and at the same
time, live successfully in their purpose.
I have an opinion; allow me to give you something to think about. When you put this
book down, you will be in flames. Let me teach you how to start a fire.

Abel Mukwevho
October 2008
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PART A
BURNING DESIRE:
KEEP THE FIRE BURNING:
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CHAPTER 1
STUCK
Monday the 18th of August 2008. Almost near the end of my matric year – a week away
from the preliminary exams and most importantly it was four days before my birthday.
At 18 years and in matric, you don’t really have anything to worry about except what you
are going to be studying the next year. For those who were fortunate enough they would
have either taken a gap year from school and go find a job, or with some of the people I
went to school with, some of them planned to take gap years to work on cruise ships
around the world.
I was one of the many people who weren’t fortunate enough to waste my time after
matric like that. Well, it was stereotypical thinking; we had to do things in a specific
order, we didn’t dare challenge the system. For us, you had to go for further education at
a college or University because we grew up being taught that you are as powerful as your
highest education qualification and that a better life is all centred around your after
matric qualification. Believe me I, like you, still have many questions about the Bill
Gates of this world. Sure they studied afterwards, but drop out successes were very rare
where I came from. As a matter of fact it was like a type of jinks - “study further after
matric, or drop out and fail completely.”
After school my friends and I were walking back home having multiple conversations – of
course if there are eight people in a group of friends, it’s impossible to have just one
conversation. Amazingly, we weren’t talking about the past weekend; we did that just
before assembly at 07:30, gave little attention in our 08:00 class but we were more
interested in the conversation and went into detail about it during break at 10:00.
Contrary to popular belief, we were having the most constructive conversation of them all
– next day’s science test. Now if your school was anything like mine, there were two
things about a Monday. You would love one and detest the other. First you would be
interested in the past weekends activities; parties, the fights and the adulterous night
away from home with partners. Such conversations would go from assembly until
around 14:15 when school ended. Then the worst part about a Monday would start;
going home and facing the reality of Tuesday morning’s cycle test. Cycle tests were one of
the things you loved writing if you were writing English or Life Orientation, and wished
you had a stomach bug or a bought doctor’s note Tuesday morning if you were writing
Maths or Science.
So the most constructive thing about a Monday happened on the road from school to
home with eight of my buddies. If it was too early to leave my friends, there was always
those two big rocks at the corner of De Waal and Delphinium Street where we use to
hang out. Across the road was a man selling flowers - he was everyone’s favourite,
motorists stopped every five minutes to buy flowers. After 5 years of sitting at that
intersection on those rocks and observing the flower man and his customers, it was now
easy to tell who was buying flowers for what:
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School boy buying five roses on the 13th of February – Valentines gift.
Old man buying lilies on a Monday morning – he’s apologising for something he did at
the weekend.
Young man late twenties buying a bunch of roses on a Friday afternoon – he has a hot
date that evening.
Random man walking to the flower man and moving to the back of the flower cart –
well, we didn’t know, but we had our suspicions.
We sat there for over two hours observing the flower man and his customers, made fun
of each other or just pick on one person. If that got boring, we would then observe the
flower man again - and anyone who approached him, spent 15 seconds and left without
a bunch of flowers; we would then assume that that person was there to purchase
illegal pharmaceuticals. It was always the cranky people whom we assumed purchased
the illegal pharmaceuticals, there was something common about the way their eyes
were red, how they constantly fiddled with their noses and how they always looked like
they were cold on a hot summer afternoon. So we made fun of any cranky person,
guessing their pharmaceutical product of choice by their physical appearance. They
either purchased sugar, dead flowers, or sleeping tablets. We never really found if he
was selling the products or not, we just enjoyed making fun of him and his flower
stand. The flower man was a really nice guy, parents trusted him with their kids – we
just loved teasing him. For us he was like that guy from the movies who sold hotdogs in
New York’s Central Park, and the people who bought pharmaceuticals would order
hotdogs with extra mustered and an addicts smile.
I have had my special moments with illegal pharmaceuticals. I was never an addict. I just
tried it out. It didn’t start with a cigarette with me, it started with a with dried up plants in
the veldt – marwayiza is what we called it. Very simple to make, and fast to smoke. All
we needed was a newspaper. We would cut of a small piece of the newspaper, fill it with
marwayiza, roll it up, and put flame to it. We’d smoke that for a maximum of 30 seconds
– there wasn’t a single skill to smoking it, you just had to take as many pulls as you
could until the newspaper burnt out. Of course marwayiza wasn’t a drug, it was a silly
early teens habit for those of us who lived in small communities where the shop owners
who sold cigarettes knew you and your whole family, including those who lived in the
rural areas.
We sat at the rock till we got hungry and remembered that the good food was at home.
But hunger after school was never really that bad, we always bought those 50c snacks
outside the school yard. Two vendor women were always outside selling at 14:15, I call
them snacks because I’m writing in English but in pure South African kasi lingo, they
are called; “ama shwam-shwam.” A quick description would be those red nik-naks
looking snacks that decorated your mouth and fingers every time you had them.
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Walking home from the rocks, having a conversation with myself trying to remember the
next day’s science and at the same time thinking of how good it would be if I was
accepted to study at a University the following year. Day dreaming stops and reality hits
me, once I remember that to get to university, I have to do good in the following weeks’
exams. The thought of that just exhausted me – all that work. If I had a choice, I’d go
somewhere, somewhere far, far away, far-far away – to a place where the fire keeps
burning, in a boat which I don’t have to row; sigh.
Everyone wanted to go to University, I wanted to too. Except I didn’t know what I wanted
to study. Engineering because most of my science friends were planning on studying it, or
mathematical science because my application was approved at the University of Pretoria.
Except that was too far from home. I wasn’t like ordinary teens – imprisoned by their
parents so they vowed to themselves that as soon as they are done with High School they
would go study as far as possible so they would be free from their parents. I wasn’t
imprisoned, but I had boundaries. I was okay with my boundaries. They were very
flexible.
When I finally got home, I wondered why there was so much silence in the house but
then I remembered that my year old nephew; Washu, went to live with his parents who
had moved out a month ago. They were still finding their feet before their son could come
live with them. Our helper, my dad, my brother who had just come back from a nose
operation, were all there. Everything seemed pretty normal, except this subtle smell of
something burning. I ignored it and thought it was in the kitchen. I walked into the
kitchen to try trace the smoke smell but I still couldn’t find it. Ignorantly I thought, that
either there was something really burning or I was exhausted and I just needed to have
something to eat then take a nap and when I wake up, head straight to my books.
So I took my nap and woke up around 18:30. I knew it was 18:30 because I could hear
Isidingo playing on TV. But that burning smell was still there and it seemed now like
whatever it was that was burning, was in my room. It smelled stronger in my room, I
walked out and in my second attempt to try trace the smell, I failed once again. So I
ignored it, went into the kitchen and made coffee so I could study, I was writing science
the next day. I wasn’t the smartest of them all in science but I could grasp the basics. I
wasn’t a difficult student, you did not need to explain to me why, all you had to do was
just tell me that this is how it is, and that did it for me. All this asking unnecessary
questions in class just confused me, if the text book says this is how it is, then that was
enough for me. So studying was quite easy, I just had to read what the text book told
me, make sure I remember it and that was it - I was done, no questions asked.
At 20:00, I was still in my room studying, I was enjoying studying because I understood
everything I was reading, and I thought to myself; “I’m going to nail this one,” when
suddenly the lights went off. I didn’t think much of it, because lights went off
occasionally, it was the season of load shedding. Eskom had an issue with delivering
their coal on time so we all had to suffer.
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I ignored the lights going off and patiently waited for someone to do something about it
while I read the text message that came into my cell phone; “ayeye Chief science 2mrw
baba, r u ready?” The text read. Chief – a nickname I coined in high school, courtesy of
being a Mukwevho, after the popular SABC 2 drama series Muvhango. I shook my head
and gave the text a chuckle. I found that text hilarious, I knew he sent it because he
wasn’t ready and he was going to flunk it. He was just looking for someone to fail it with.
Still caught in my lone moment of amusement, until a loud constant banging sound in
the ceiling caught my attention.
I was waiting for someone to lift the main switch so the banging in the roof could stop.
Five minutes later it was still dark and there was still a noise in the roof. I had read in
the Alberton Record – our local newspaper, that burglars now got into people’s homes
through the roofs; they somehow cut the houses’ power, then climb onto the roof and
into the ceiling. I thought they were on our roof trying to cut through it, hence the loud
banging. They had done the same thing to one of the bank branches in our area one
morning – a perfect heist, no one shot, no doors broken; just a whole in the roof, and
they cleared the bank of their money. Suspiciously I walked out of my room and went
out to check. Weirdly the microwave my mom was using was still on and working, the TV
was still on - it was on SABC 1 and Generations was on, but the lights in the whole
house were still off. It wasn’t anything out of the ordinary, the lights went off regularly
and it was usually a problem on the main switch, easy to fix to – all I had to do, was just
switch them back on.
So just before I went to switch the lights back on, I stood in the dark in front of the TV
watching the remainder of the scene on Generations. When the scene ended and it
switched to adverts, I prepared myself to go and switch the lights back on. There was
still no sign of anyone in the house except my mom in the kitchen. Just before I walked
to the main switch, I heard something that sounded like a huge block of wood fall onto
the carpet behind me. In shock I quickly turned around to see what it was, and there on
floor was a huge plank with smoke around it. I didn’t understand what was going on, so
I tried to approach it to see what exactly was going on. Just before I got to the plank
another plank fell on to the carpet - this one had fire around it. Seconds later it was
followed by three roof tiles. I looked up at the ceiling in disbelief and there was a huge
hole. I could actually see the dark clouds and stars from where I was standing. At that
time what was going through my mind was - where are the rest of the roof tiles? Just as
that thought went through my mind another three roof tiles came falling from the ceiling,
I jumped back as they hit where I stood. That was actually the wakeup call for me and I
started running around the house shouting at people that the roof was on fire.
I still wasn’t sure whether the roof was on fire or if there were people entering through
the ceiling. The first thing that came to my mind was to run out. And that was exactly
what I was going to do. A few problems though; our helper was sleeping in the outside
room, my dad was outside and my brother had just finished bathing - good thing he got
dressed in the bathroom, had he wrapped a towel around his waist like he usually does,
that would have freaked me out even more.
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So I quickly ran to the security alarm key pad and pressed the F button – to signal to the
security company that there was a fire. That meant that the security company would
alert the fire station of a fire at their clients property. I would have preferred it though, if
the pad had an SP so that when pressing it the sprinklers would go off. Only after then,
could the security company be alerted.
Good! Everyone was awake so we were all going to run out and shout for help. That’s
what we were planning to do, until we realised that the door and gates were locked and
we had to find the house keys first before anybody could run out which was a bit hard to
do because the whole house was dark and we were panicking. The roof tiles were falling
into the house one after the other in different time intervals and we had very little time to
run out – we were in a perilous situation. We were stuck right in the middle of our crises;
there was no way we could run to the front and no way could we run to the back.

One of the most daunting experiences about trying to achieve something is coming to
terms with the fact that one day you will get stuck, if you are not already. And I say this
not because I am being a cynic, but more of a realist. You will get stuck not because you
didn’t prepare but because every journey has its hurdles – you will be challenged. A
pregnant lady goes through seven months of pregnancy and only in the eighth month
does she get tired and can’t wait for the baby to arrive because her feet swell, her
cravings get intense, she can’t walk long distances, she has to be helped up when she
stands from her and the list goes on and on. An athlete has to run 12 laps around the
field, and on the 11th lap he feels like giving up – the last lap in the race is always the
hardest. Just when you are about to reach your goal then all of a sudden you don’t have
energy anymore. That is being stuck.
The point of being stuck is the thin line between success and failure [Pause and think
about that for a moment]. Why do I say this? Before you are about to reach your goal you
get tired and lose all the energy and oomph you had in the beginning, so you would need
a certain dose of persistence for you to actually succeed. If you give up just before the
finish line, then you have failed. The decision you take when you are stuck, whether to
continue or give up, will determine success or failure. I guess this is the problem we have
always had amongst everybody who wanted to achieve – that subtle distinction between
failure and being stuck. Being stuck does not mean failure. If you ask me I think failure
is the opposite of success but being stuck is part of the journey that makes up success –
you have to and are going to get stuck.
“Success is never final and failure never fatal. It’s courage that counts.” – George F.
Tiltonood
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So I thought that before I tell you about how to achieve, let me first help you come to
terms with the fact that you are going to get stuck or if you are already stuck, let me
show you how to get out of that stuck situation and continue achieving. By starting with
this cynical issue I am helping you take all necessary precaution to achieving and at the
same time making you understand that being stuck does not equal failure. Being stuck
just means you are getting closer and closer to your vision. Why would being stuck be
part of the 10 principles? Because when you are an achiever, you will be faced with such
situations – being stuck makes part of your journey to achieving, and if you cannot
handle it well, you might just fail.
The whole idea of starting out with this part of burning desire which was supposed to be
right in the middle, or perhaps at the end; is because you my reader have already started
the journey to achievement, and I particularly want to tell you:
YOU CANNOT GIVE UP!!!
“Challenge is the core and mainspring of all human action. If there’s an ocean, we cross it.
If there’s a disease, we cure it. If there’s a wrong, we right it. If there’s a record, we break
it. And if there’s a mountain, we climb it.” – James Ullman
I could have chosen to tell you about visions, dreams and goals but that will come later
on in the book. For now what is important is to let you know that whatever it is that you
have started with, you cannot throw the towel just because you are stuck. I guess that is
important for any journey; to understand that there will be challenges and you are
probably going to get stuck.
“Tough times never last, tough people do” – Robert Schuller
If you think about it, achieving is all timely – anything that has to do with time is
seasonal. An effective achiever understands and makes provision for the bad times. If all
you think is that it’s all going to be good, then you are on the other side of the fence from
burning desire achievement.
Can you now think of the reasons you have failed? But let me not quickly run to calling
it failure, because anybody gets stuck. But, what you do after you realise you are stuck,
will determine whether you are a failure or not. We all know someone who was stuck in
business venture or a career decision, and they failed because they did not know what
next.
“If you fall, fall on your back, if you can look up, you can get up” – Les Brown
Being stuck is not the last straw to failure however, having an answer to what next? Is
what will determine whether you will fail or not. You have to agree with me when I say
being stuck sometimes causes us grief. Maybe not equivalent to the grief of losing a loved
one, but it is grief none the less. I’m convinced of this because of Elizabeth Kubler-Ross’
analysis of people who suffer grief. She suggests that people who suffer grief go through
five stages.
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And I’m thinking that people who are burning desire achievers go through the same five
stages, this time not because of grief but because of being stuck:
1.Denial. The first thing that we always think when we stuck is; “This isn’t happening to
me.” It is always hard to believe that your perfect dream and vision are stuck. This is
why we have to make provision for such things. Have a forecast so that it doesn’t
surprise you when it happens.
2.Anger. This stage happens to everyone especially if you have very little patience. “Why
is this happening to me.” This is what we all say to ourselves when we believe that we are
really stuck.
3.Bargaining. Some people call this stage the stage of prayer. This is where you beg to
whoever you believe in. Like the famous sentence the child who stole cookies would give
– I promise I’ll be a better child. This time, someone who is stuck says something like; “I
promise I’ll be a better person if...”
4.Depression. If you are an entrepreneur this is the point where you decide to go work
at a call centre. If you are a student this is the point where you decide to drop-out and
work at weekend promotions. “I don’t care anymore!” Is the famous statement someone
who is stuck says when they are depressed.
5.Acceptance. When you decide to start again, and fix your mess, then you are at the
last stage of being stuck. “I’m ready for whatever comes.”
These are stages that you go through when you are stuck. Part of burning desire and
this particular chapter is to get you to the acceptance stage and once you are there, then
you can continue with pursuing your achievement. Further studies of these stages of
grief have shown that there is a 6th stage; educating others. This is the stage where you
start telling people what you went through and what they should avoid doing if they
don’t want to go through what you went through.
My cousin, Candice, who lives in Crawley, England came to visit South Africa for the first
time in 2006. Because she was only 2-years old, she came with her kindergarten pack
with all her cd’s, dvds and books. One of the cd’s she had, had my “favourite song.” Or
rather the song that became my favourite. The song was hilarious, but it had a strong
hidden message behind it. Before I tell you about the message, let me right it down for
you, you can create the tune and rhythm in your head as you read. This is how the song
went:

There’s a hole in the bucket, dear Liza, dear Liza. There’s a hole in the bucket, dear Liza, a
hole.

Then mend it dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry. Then mend it dear Henry, dear Henry,
mend it.
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With what shall I mend it, dear Liza, dear Liza? With what shall I mend it, dear Liza, with
what?

With straws dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry. With straws dear Henry with straws.
The straws are too long, dear Liza, dear Liza. The straws are too long dear Liza, too long.
Then cut them dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry. Then cut them dear Henry, cut them.
With what shall I cut them dear Liza, dear Liza. With what shall I cut them dear Liza with
what.
With a knife dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry. With a knife dear Henry, a knife.
The knife is too blunt dear Liza, dear Liza. The knife is too blunt, dear Liza too blunt.
Then sharpen it dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry. Then sharpen it dear Henry,
sharpen it.
With what shall I sharpen it dear Liza, dear Liza. With what shall I sharpen it, dear Liza
with what?
With a stone dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry. With a stone dear Henry, a stone.
The stone is too dry dear Liza, dear Liza. The stone is too blunt dear Liza, too dry.
Then wet it dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry. Then wet it dear Henry, wet it.
With what shall I wet it dear Liza, dear Liza. With what shall I wet it dear Liza with what?
With water dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry. With water dear Henry, with water.
With what shall I carry it dear Liza, dear Liza. With what shall I carry it, dear Liza with
what?
In a bucket dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry. In a bucket dear Henry, in a bucket.
But there’s a hole in my bucket dear Liza, dear Liza. There’s a hole in a bucket dear Liza a
hole.
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Funny? Yes? I thought so too. Henry is an idiot. Or maybe Henry was just stuck, like
most of us get. Ever get to a point where you just want to ask a question to anyone, and
any answer will work? That’s the point of being stuck – it happens to the best of us.
Statistics say that 75% of small businesses fail within the first two years of them
running. I’m not against that, but logically speaking; it is a person who starts a
business, it is a person who has to maintain a business therefore it is the person who
fails if the business doesn’t succeed. So I personally think that it’s not exactly failure
that these small businesses went through – it’s actually supposed to say, that it’s 75% of
small businesses that don’t know the subtle distinction between being stuck and failing.
If you live in these times, then one time or another, you have swallowed an instant
gratification tablet. It used to be an echo-boomer tendency - where everything they, or
rather we, want is now, and if we cannot have it now, please give it to us first thing
tomorrow morning. So it is exactly this problem that makes us not to be able to tell the
difference between failure and being stuck. We don’t create enough time or provision to
be stuck, because we want things now. And when we do get stuck we interpret it as
failure – we didn’t get it on time. It’s not that we do not have any hard work ethic left,
but what we want is to visualize it, dream it, set goals, and have it happen tomorrow
morning. Could that be the reason why our ventures fail? Could be. My question to
people who fail has always been; did you ever pause and think of where you got stuck?
Nobody just wakes up and failure is at their doorstep. You fail because you gave up, you
give up because you got stuck. So before we quickly run to pointing fingers at the failure,
let us first identify the point in which the individual got stuck. If we can do that, then we
can possibly get this man back on the horse again and continue where he left off.
“Failure is really a matter of conceit. People don’t work hard because, in their conceit, they
imagine they will succeed without ever making an effort. Most people believe that they will
wake up some day and find themselves rich. Actually, they got it half right, because
eventually they do wake up” – Thomas Edison
So now let’s assume you are in a middle of a dilemma - you’re stuck. I’ll tell you again
why most people fail, it’s what I call the choice of keys. If you are in the middle of a
burning house, and you looking for a key to get out, once you find the key and have
unlocked the door what’s the next step? Obvious right? You run out the house. So now,
why is it that once you have managed to make your way out of your crises, you want to
give up? I’ll tell you. You have spent so much time travelling this route, and organising
this and that, meeting him and her, signing on to here and there, studying this and that
– you have basically done most of the things to get you ready for the other side – your
point of destination. And when trouble rises you deal with it to such an extent that it
drains most of your energy, to a point where when it’s time to continue you have no
energy, and all you can do is do what seems like you throwing the towel, but what you
really need is rest – a breather.
What do you do when you are stuck and it has little to do with your resources and
motivation but has everything to do with your ability that moment – and your ability
depends entirely on your energy?
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Because it is true that if you have no energy, you will neglect your success key. The hunt
for your vindication key could have drained you. You know when you are close, very
close, then the bank says no! Or you fail one subject in the last semester of your last
year, or you lose the contest to getting that opportunity for promotion. All these things
are what happens when you are on your way to your point of destination. But the thing
is; you can get out of the mess so well, that you forget that after the mess the journey
continues – or if you do remember to continue, you first want to rest, then you rest for so
long that it seems like you giving, then you actually do give up. We really don’t get tired
because we have lost physical energy. That might be true for an athlete, but it’s not for
an achiever. When you have a burning desire, you get tired from your emotions – a bit of
happy-sad. It’s like Elizabeth Kubler-Ross’ first stage of grief – you get tired because you
don’t believe that it has happened to you, you are in denial.
If you have made your way out of being stuck, and you have made it out alive then it is an
opportunity for you to start again, or continue where you left off – Abel Mukwevho
Looking back at the happenings of that evening; I think we could have saved a lot more
of our belongings than what we did. We panicked a lot that the only thing that was on all
our minds was to come out alive. Here are three points I’d like you to know about coming
out of your crises alive:
•EXECUTE THE TASK
•KEEP A CLEAR HEAD
•LEARN FROM IT
“You cannot keep a committed person from success. Place stumbling blocks in his way and
he takes them for stepping-stones and on them he will climb to greatness. Take away his
money and he makes spurs of his poverty to urge him on. The person who succeeds has a
program; he fixes his course and adheres to it; he lays his plans and executes them; he
goes straight to his goal. He is not pushed this side and that every time a difficulty is
thrust his way. If he can’t go over it, he goes through it.” – Joe Griffith
It is very important for you to realise that when you are stuck, you can make it out and
continue your journey. That is the first thing that you need to condition yourself with – “I
can make it out. I will make it out. I am making it out.” If you are able to affirm those three
things in your own mind, then you will weather the storm. By saying you can, you are
giving yourself the right to make it out. By saying you will, you are putting
responsibility on yourself to make it out. By saying you are, you are putting action to
it. So here’s the thing; you have the right, but it’s your responsibility to take action.
Affirmative statement: “I have the right. I’m responsible. I’m definitely doing it.”
If we think about it, every stuck situation has a STOP – EXECUTE THE TASK sign. The
last affirmative statement – I’m definitely doing it; suggests that to come out of your stuck
situation you have to do something about it. If you are stuck and you do nothing about
it, chances are you will definitely stay where you are.
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And since it is a very thin line between being stuck and failure, doing nothing might just
make you cross the line. Few scenarios; business is not making enough income, you are
stuck. What’s the solution? Maybe decreasing your product price to accommodate more
customers, less price but more customers could mean more revenue. Whichever way we
decide to look at it, any scenario – the moment you stop achievement performance, you
have to find a way that will see you performing again, that will require you to execute a
particular task.
If the STOP – EXECUTE THE TASK sign was really there, I would prefer it have a RELAX
sign near it. It probably would have to go something like; STOP – EXECUTE THE TASK.
MAKE SURE YOU RELAX. Keeping a clear head is the hardest thing in crises, especially
if you were in the middle of performance and it is too late to stop. How do you relax
knowing very well that the bank is coming to get their car? But if we stopped and
breathed for a few seconds and think clearly and not like we are in crises mode, we’d
probably make it out.
Nothing as disturbing as falling into the same trap over and over again. Okay! I might
give the benefit of the doubt when you fall into the same trap for the second time, but
please take a note pad and a pen and write down how you fell in so that you avoid it the
second time. If I got the opportunity to change and edit the sign it would say something
like; STOP – EXECUTE THE TASK. MAKE SURE YOU RELAX. DON’T TAKE THIS
ROUTE AGAIN. If you got stuck, you should know what got you stuck and avoid it by all
means. There’s always traffic on the M1 North, if you can go through Booysens to avoid
it, then why not? However, even though those are my sentiments, I do believe that
challenges mould our character. People learn and are made mature from pressure. The
Grade 11 learner is more mature than the Grade 10 not because of age and grade
difference, but because of the kind of pressure. Situations mould our character, they
shape us for the best, and more than just feeling sorry for ourselves we should take a
great lesson from them. Don’t just learn the situation, but learn from the situation. I
came across something called ‘Rules for being human.’ It describes exactly what I’ve
been saying about being stuck and learning from your ‘failure:’

•Rule
•Rule
•Rule
•Rule
•Rule

#1:
#2:
#3:
#4:
#5:

You will learn lessons
There are no mistakes – only lessons
A lesson is repeated until it is learned
If you don’t learn the easy lessons, they get harder
You’ll know you’ve learnt a lesson when your actions change
“When you lose, don’t lose the lesson” – Dalai Lama

Author of the book, It only takes everything you’ve got!: Lessons for a life of success. In
his book he says he was only eleven years old when he began to acquire major life
lessons that he has been able to carry with him into adulthood and to teach others. Here
are some of the things he has learnt:
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•Started cutting grass for profit at the age 11.
Lesson learned: It is important to give a clean, professional look.
•Stock clerk at a local food store.
Lesson learned: Making sure that if I am going to sell something, the merchandise needs
to be in stock.
•Dishwasher at local restaurant.
Lesson learned: Somebody always has to do the job no one else wants to do. Also, most
people have a lot of food on their plates. (They do not finish what they start.)
•A janitor at an office building.
Lesson learned: The importance of cleanliness as it related to image.
•Fry and prep cook at a steakhouse.
Lesson learned: The importance of preparation and the impact of the right presentation.
•Construction helping hand (lug wood and other supplies from one place to another)
Lesson learned: I do not want to do this for the rest of my life.
•Sold newspaper subscription for daily paper.
Lesson learned: The job of rejection – had to knock on at least 30 doors before I even
sold one subscription.
•Shipping clerk at a plumbing supply house.
Lesson learned: Delivering your project or service on time is just as important as selling
it.
•Breakfast cook at a 24-hour restaurant stop
Lesson learned: How to do 15 things at once. Also learnt about the weird things people
like to eat on their eggs.
•Cleaned cars at detailing shop
Lesson learned: The importance of details (washing vs detailing). You can pay $15 to
clean the car inside and out and cover all the details. Details are the pain, but details are
valuable.
•Shoe salesman at a retail store.
Lesson learned: To sell customers what they want and like. Also learnt to compliment
people and be sincere.
•Busboy at a local diner.
Lesson learned: People enjoy being served with a smile and they love a clean table.
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What do we learn from this? That every stage of life presents itself with a lesson that will
help you get through the next stage. Nothing in life goes invaluable. There’s always a
lesson to be learnt. So when you’re stuck, what you should be looking forward to is the
life lesson.
PATIENCE, PERSERVERENCE, PERSISTENCE AND PERSPIRATION
Patience
Do you have the ability to hold on and continue doing what you are doing even though
you are going nowhere, but deep down you know that if you continue a little while
longer, you will get there? If the answer is yes, then you are patient. If the answer is no,
then allow me to mould patience into your character.
The Oxford definition of the word patience is; “the capacity to accept or tolerate delay,
problems or suffering, without becoming annoyed or anxious.”
Can you tolerate the present sufferings you are going through because you decided to
start your burning desire journey? I would have preferred the Oxford dictionary to say
something along the lines of, tolerating delay, problems and suffering, knowing deep
down that one day it’s all going to be okay, none the less, that is the burning desire
definition of the word patience. You see because people with a burning desire don’t just
sit in the midst of problems and hope it’s all going to be okay. The patience character
that I’m trying to mould into you, doesn’t hope – this character knows it’s all going to be
okay, particularly because burning desire encompasses a strong sense of planning.
“We could never learn to be brave and patient if there were only joy in the world.” – Helen
Keller
I like that the word patience means accepting that you are in difficulty. Sometimes it is
hard to get people to accept that they are in a middle of a mess. Therefore your denial of
the situation, furthermore makes you stay in that mess even longer than what you ought
to. The first step to getting out of the mess you are in, is to accept that you are in a
mess, and then understand what kind of mess you are in.
Perseverance
I thought perseverance and patience were synonyms, or at least close enough, not so
according to the Oxford dictionary; “persistence in doing something despite difficulty or
delay, in achieving success.” Now this is what I wanted from the beginning, because
patience is a passive verb, you just have to wait until it happens. On the other extreme,
we have an active verb, where even in difficulty you continue fanning your flame,
regardless of what you going through.
But how do you become patient and persevere at the same time? Seems like they
contradict each other, or are oxy-morons; one is active while the other is passive.
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At this point of questioning, we then have to go deeper into the definitions and source
one word so that we may be able to understand. Patience says, you have to accept
difficulty, while perseverance says while you are accepting, you have to continue being
persistent.
Persistence
I’m very glad the Oxford dictionary gave me the opportunity to touch on the word
persistent, because that is the third of the four, and according to the oxford dictionary
persistence is; “the fact of continuing in an opinion or course of action, in spite of difficulty
or opposition.” Does it sound more or less like we are saying the same thing by using
these three words? They are so close, which is why I think they make an excellent
combination for people with a burning desire.
The word persistence is synonymous to the word resilience, which actually means; “the
capacity to recover quickly from difficulties or toughness.” Then with the addition of the
word resilience, we see that as you are being persistent, you might fail or fall once or
twice, three times maybe, but a burning desire persistence is resilient too, we do not just
give up once because we failed, we fail and bounce back.
“Success consists of going from failure to failure without loss of enthusiasm.” – Winston
Churchill
The best way I can explain this is by using a cockroach example. Every time you wake
up in the middle of the night, and you walk into the kitchen for a glass of water. As you
switch on the light, there in the middle of the kitchen floor is a cockroach. So you do
what anybody would do; step on the cockroach and make your way to the sink. When
you done drinking water, you turn around and see if it is still squashed on the floor, and
surprise-surprise; the cockroach isn’t there. Same procedure the next morning, you walk
to the kitchen to have water, as you switch on the light, there in the middle of the floor is
the same cockroach, this time it’s limping. For some reason, the cockroach doesn’t die,
no matter how many times you step on it. The cockroach has resilience.
You should have the ability to have the same resilience as the cockroach, no matter how
many times you feel like giving up, or your journey makes you limp. Keep coming back,
till you get it right.
“I didn’t see it then. But it turns out that getting fired from Apple was the best thing that
could have ever happened to me...” Steve Jobs, Stanford University
“He co-founds Apple Computer when he is 21, and by the time he is 23 he is a millionaire.
He becomes legendary. And then, at 30, he has this humiliating defeat. But he persists.
He has this incredible tenacity. He holds on and he comes back with triumph after
triumph, driving this company to new heights, creating the greatest corporate success of
our time. It’s a uniquie story.” This was said by Alan Deutscman, the author of Change or
die, The second coming of Steve Jobs.
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For this principle of Burning Desire, our Burning Desire person will be Steve Jobs and
his company Apple. In 1976 Steve dropped out of Reed College. Him and his friend Steve
Woznaik founded Apple Computer and launched the company from a garage in
California. Under the leadership of Jobs and Woznaik it took only 7-years for Apple to be
part of the Fortune 500. They then later recruited the head of Pepsi-cola to be Apple’s
new chief executive officer. Steve drove his people too hard. He demanded so much from
the people who worked for him. CEO, Scully got complaints from workers who were
strained by Steve Jobs’ iron fist type of leadership. Those complaints put strain on the
relationship, Scully and Jobs had.
In 1985, Apple’s board sided with Scully and had Steve relieved of his command and
stripped him of his responsibility of the Macintosh group. Jobs felt like this was a
betrayal. Jobs was stuck. He thought of running away from Silicon Valley, but as it
dawned on him he remembered that he loved Apple and he was going to stay. His
persistence paid off. In 1996, Apple computer acquired NeXT, this acquisition helped
Jobs get back into the company he helped start.
“I will persist until I succeed. I was not delivered into this world into defeat, nor does
failure course my veins. I am not a sheep waiting to be prodded by my shepherd. I am a
lion, and I refuse to talk, walk, and to sleep with sheep. I will persist until I succeed.” – OG
Mandino
Perspiration
In other words, I mean sweating. The Oxford dictionary calls it, the process of sweating.
It’s that water that runs down your forehead when you are working hard. When you are
stuck in a boat sailing, the hardest peddle is when the boat is stationary – you have to
work hard, you have to sweat to get out of your mess. The only way you can successfully
fail, is if you do nothing to get out of your mess. That’s where perspiration comes in.
The amazing thing about perspiration is that when you have a burning desire it works
every time, whether you are stuck or not, your burning desire requires you to sweat. If it
comes easy to you, then it’s not burning desire material, but if you work hard and you
cherish what you have worked for, then that is burning desire material.
“Winners are those people who make a habit of doing the things losers are uncomfortable
doing.” – Ed Foreman
When I had entrepreneurial desires and I was still on the verge of making the decision of
whether or not to be become an entrepreneur, I told an older friend of mine my plans,
and the achievement time frame (which was ridiculous now that I think about it). I
wanted to achieve everything in a year. He said to me, “this generation thinks that
business is like food that you prepare in the microwave, business is like that old stove
your grandmother had in her house. The one where you needed to put in coal and wood
for it to start, and only after two hours can you start cooking.”
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He didn’t make sense at that point, but now that I think about it, I needed the
combination of patience, perseverance, persistence and perspiration to work through my
entrepreneurial burning desire. And if you think your burning desire flame will come
easy, it’s not going to happen. Particularly because during a burning desire quest,
character is moulded. You learn powerful principles and methods of your own as you
journey through your flame.

Mark 4v35-39
That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over
to the side.” Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he
was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. A furious
squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was
nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on the cushion. The
disciples woke him and said to him, “teacher, don’t you care if we
drown?” he got up, rebuked the wind, and said to the waves, “Quiet be
still!” then the wind died down, and it was completely calm.
The whole idea is to let you know that attempts to achieve are closely followed by
situations where you get stuck. However, being stuck is not failure as mentioned earlier,
being stuck is just a part of achieving. Think of it as being in transit – you are on your
way to England, but the ticket you bought boards the Emirates flight to Abu Dhabi first,
then connects you with another flight to England. Abu Dhabi is not your destination,
you’re just in transit. Same thing with being stuck – you are not destined to get stuck, it
is just a temporary delay but you will achieve.
Follow me now as we go through the above text sourced from the bible in context to
being stuck:

ON THE SHORE
I imagined Jesus standing on shore looking at the other side of the lake, and at that
point was where he made his decision before he gave the instruction. His decision to go
to the other side at the time they went to the other side, is beyond me, however what I do
know is that when he starred (visualized) at the other side he knew he had the resources
(boat) to get to the other side.
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This we will cover in the 6th chapter, but for the sake of my sanity I will mention it now;
never embark on an achievement journey if you do not have the resources to take you
through. “We’ll cross the bridge when we get there” is not a burning desire phrase and
should never be yours. Vision and resources are the most important things before you
chose to embark on an achievement journey.
The next thing we read he did was dismiss the crowds and told the disciples in private
that they should go to the other side. Discrimination? Maybe, however there are some
people who you don’t have to take with while you are achieving. Not all your friends and
acquaintances should be part of your achievement, there are some you have to leave
behind. However, in leaving some behind, there should be those few people you can
allow yourself to journey with. These are those who share the same vision, and see how
your resources can take you to achievement. Let the only people who are going to be part
of your trip to the other side, be people of the same mind. Don’t get me wrong - I’m not
saying shut people out of your achievement. I’m very big on philanthropy – what I am
against however, is taking people with you who don’t qualify. Let’s just say, take your
friends on the trip, and you will see everyone else when you get to the other side.

YOU NOT THE ONLY ONE
Before they left, there were other boats on the shore too. That just meant that other
boats were going to be taking a trip onto the same lake too. If you are going to take on a
journey, any journey that is, you must understand that there are other people who are
and might want to take the same journey. You are not the only one who wants to achieve
and be successful - the difference is the time in which you are going to take the journey.
Think of it as a business idea – once you have conceived it in your belly, a thousand
other people have thought of the same thing. Others even better than what you have. The
difference is who will work it better, and who will have a better flow of customers who
will purchase the idea.

BEFORE YOU TAKE OFF
Before they left, Jesus told his disciples his vision and the resource they were going to
use to see the vision through. So they had to get the boat - they are going to the other
side. One of the things you need to remind yourself of, is your destination – do you know
where you are going? If to the other side is one of your answers, then you know your
destination. I’m glad I touched on this now, because I’m going to leave it hanging for the
rest of the chapter and we will pick up again later on in the book. But important to note
now, is KNOW WHERE YOU ARE GOING.

THE TIME YOU TAKE OFF
On their way to the other side of the lake, a storm hit. I always used to ask myself if they
didn’t know a storm was going to hit.
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Anywhere in the world, you can tell when it is about to rain; it gets dark and cloudy, it
gets windy, the trees dance. Now, it’s one thing for rain to catch you unarmed, if you left
in the morning and it was all sunny, but then it is another thing for rain to catch you
unarmed and you saw the signs.
Here’s another poignant observation about storms that hit during the night; If a heavy
rain is going hit at around 21:00, then before the sun sets or early that evening, you can
tell because then the skies are dark and clouds begin to gather, it is windy and the trees
are dancing. The storm hit Jesus and his disciples at night, and they took off in the
evening. Now I ask my question again, before they left, did they not see the climatic signs
that a storm was going hit that night? Their decision was made in the evening. So from
that, let’s ask you, when did you make the decision to take off to the other side? Were
you able to predict any signs that you were going to be stuck in the middle of your
journey? Which brings me to my next point; if you started a burning desire journey,
before you take off, you should be able to predict the worst. Situations such as a
recession that our country has recently been in, are things that can affect you while you
are on your way to the other side. The time you choose to take off is very important,
because it will determine what happens in the middle of your journey. You know what
situation got you stuck, and you probably knew it before you took off – your thing should
be being ready for it. You should be able to tell the change in weather conditions that
may happen while you are in the middle. So your predictions should be, whether it is
going to be sunny and gloomy, or whether it is going to be a rough ride through it all.
But please read me right, it doesn’t matter what conditions you travel in, what matters is
your ability to make it through in any condition. Conditions are always going to be there,
it is then up to you to travel ready of any storm.

DURING THE STORM
Firstly I think it is weird that someone is able to sleep through such a storm. Secondly; I
find it very weird that twelve men would all run to one man (regardless of his super
powers), amongst them a sailor and a fisherman; all of them, wake up one man for help.
But that’s besides the point. Even though I think it is weird, I asked myself how he could
sleep through this. I got one of the most amazing revelations in this, how I wish that you
could quickly page to chapter 6 and read on the revelation of Jesus sleeping through the
storm, but don’t do it. I will leave it hanging for now, and tie it up in chapter 6.

“Hold yourself responsible for a higher standard than anybody expects you to produce.” Unknown Author
They went down to the stern, to wake him up. Of course, what would you do? If someone
suggested to me that we should go somewhere through bad weather conditions, and we
had an accident, well, you guessed right; I would definitely blame the brainy behind the
trip.
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Which then makes me understand the disciples action, they went to the man who
suggested the trip and destination in the first place. And now I am thinking of you, do
you have the ability to take responsibility behind your burning desire journey? Let me
break it down for you, responsibility is made up of two words; RESPOND and ABILITY.
So, do you have the ability to respond in a mature way.

“Success on a major scale requires you to take responsibility... in the final analysis, the
one quality that all successful people have ... is the ability to take on responsibility.” –
Michael Korda
Are you able to respond well when you get into debt, when you are declared insolvent,
when you liquidise all you’ve worked for – when you are stuck? Now that you have a
burning desire, if you do get stuck, you should be able to hold yourself accountable for
your own journey. Which brings me to the point that I will touch on in Chapter 8 – make
sure that whatever you do (in relation to your burning desire) is your brain child. You do
not, like the disciples, want to get stuck in the middle of your journey because of
someone else, they were lucky because he had the solution. This is why the disciples
went to Jesus, because what they were looking for was a response for this storm. Since
he is the one suggested the trip, he should have the ability. So, what I am looking for
from you, is your ability to respond when you are stuck. But not just any type of
response, a mature response – a burning desire response. Because any response you
give is always your opinion, your opinion about what you are going through will
determine how long you stay in there. Always stay in the affirmative;
“I’m going to make it out”
“I’m making it out”
“I’ve already made it out”
I have affirmative songs, I just love Mary-Mary’s song, Cant give up now. Let me suggest
you get yourself a copy of the album. Because once you begin to understand how far you
have come, how far you are, and how close you are to your destination, then you will
realise that going back is not an option, no matter how bad the situation you are stuck
in is. The only way out of this, is forward.

ON THE OTHER SIDE
There is nothing as fulfilling as a plan that comes together. I tell you, you can wait, wait
and wait, but when it comes together, it is so amazing because you will be thinking to
yourself; through it all, I still made it. I will tell you this for free though, that if it is easy to
do it, you might just not appreciate it as much as you should - but if you had to lose
friends, sweat, break down and cry sometimes, want to give up but continue none the
less and lose sleep over it; then you value it. Think about our millionaires and
billionaires around the globe.
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Everyone who made it big through winning the money, or suing a rich company; if they
lose the money, 8 out of 10 times they never make it back again. Why? Because they
don’t know or understand the process it took to make such money. Look at our Donald
Trumps’ and Warren Buffets’ - if they lose the money, they know exactly what to do. In
other words, the achievements you work for, are easier to make back than the
achievements you win. So inasmuch as you are stuck, the beautiful thing is that great
failure precedes great success.
DON’T STOP TILL YOU GET TO THE OTHER SIDE

Rudyard Kipling – IF
If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you
But make allowance for their doubting you,
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies,
Or being hated, don’t give away to hating,
And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise:

If you can dream – and not make dreams your master,
If you can think – and not make your thoughts your aim;
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster
And treat those two imposters just the same;
If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And stoop and build ‘em up with worn-out tools:
If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it all on one turn of pitch-and-toss,
And lose and start again at your beginnings
And never breathe a word about your loss;
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there’s nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them; “Hold On!”
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If you can walk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with kings – nor lose the common touch,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you;
If all men count with you, but none too much,
If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,
Yours is the earth and everything that’s in it,
And – which is more – you’ll be a Man, my son!
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CHAPTER 2

OPPORTUNITY
MANAGEMENT
Still stuck in the house. It was dark and the security alarm had already gone off. The
dogs outside were barking in excitement of the noise they were hearing, which led to
other dogs in the neighbourhood join in the bark. I had to quickly navigate my way to
my room to get my phone. My dad after hearing the alarm; rushed into the house from
the back door and asked what was going on. The falling roof tiles and the flames on
the ceiling was answer enough. If he still wanted to know, then the look on our faces
and the panic mode we were in gave him more than the answer he was looking for at
the time. He left the house the same way he got in. Since we couldn’t find the keys, he
instructed we follow him and exit through the back.
Just as we were about to follow him, my mom remembered that her car keys have the
front door key. She stopped and told us she found it. We all turned back to exit
through the front. Except my dad who was already outside assuming we are behind
him.

The three of us were standing at the door waiting for mom to find the correct key.
Smoke had already filled the whole house, it was dark and the only way we could
locate each other was through hearing each other speak. Ceiling piece after ceiling
piece, roof tile after roof tile, plank after plank; they all came flamingly crushing down
inside the house. We knew the fire was serious and there was little if any chance of us
saving the house because the curtains had already caught fire and the windows were
breaking. Some of the glass from the window came flying into the house, which left us
in danger of not only being burnt but also being cut. At that point the only light in the
house was from the flames. It was not very scary because we had already found the
key and at least we knew that we might lose everything, but we were going to save our
lives.
Nothing was as nerve wrecking as that point; all standing at the door waiting for my
mom to find the key and unlock the door. The cacophony must have made her panic
even more – security alarm siren, dogs howling, roof tiles crash landing and curtains
burning up. Almost three quarters of the roof was down and the sky was clearly
visible. I thought we were out of danger since most of the roof tiles were on the floor
and we were standing on top of some of them, but the door we were trying to open
started to react to the heat in the house – it was peeling. I took a quick glance at what
exactly was burning. As I was observing a roof plank with fire around it fell onto the
couch and the couch slowly started burning. Marvin came from the kitchen and
stumbled upon the house keys on the floor, he came with them ready with the ones
we needed for the door.
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The door was finally unlocked. I was the first one to make it out. As I reached the gate, I
found that it was locked. I looked back at my brother who had recently been discharged
from hospital (he had been through a nose operation), one of the reasons I was worried
about him was because he was a bit weak in the afternoon and he slept most of the day.
He was trying to get my mom out of the house safely. I was very tempted to go back and
help them hurry but that just as I was about to, they reached the gate and they were
safe. Only two people were missing. I didn’t know where my dad was – last I saw him he
was making his way out the house through the back door. The lady who was our helper
was sleeping in the outside room. I wonder if she knew what was going on. She must
have. I mean the dogs were barking and the security alarm was making a racket. I wasn’t
really worried about her because there was no way the fire could have reached where she
was sleeping. My dad on the other hand was nowhere near us. I also not really worried
about him; he’s a man, I thought, he can take care of himself.
I waited for my brother to find the key to the gate lock but I quickly ran out of patience. I
had to get outside and find help. So without thinking I decided to jump over the gate
which had sharp palisades on it. About two metres high and I had nowhere to safely put
my foot, climb and jump. But the adrenaline in me was too high, I couldn’t care less how
I did it all I wanted was to see myself on the other side of the fence. So I took a short run,
grabbed the fence and jumped over it. I got to the other side of the fence and ran straight
into our neighbours’ yard who had just returned but didn’t notice what was going on. I
could feel something liquid like running down the palm of my left hand but without
looking, I ignorantly thought it was sweat. But something pestered me to look at my
hand. As I raised my hand to a visible distance from my eyes; I knew what was
happening but I couldn’t tell where it was coming from because I couldn’t feel the pain.
But there it hit me; I had been cut by the palisades on the fence I was jumping over.
Quite a deep cut but that didn’t matter to me; the house was on fire.
As a boy who grew up in Soweto, adrenaline rushes aren’t anything knew. Running away
from danger was a norm where I am from. For a number of reasons; loose wild dog
suffering from an assumed rabbis, a robber or running because you just stole peaches
from Bra Vincent’s yard. No one stepped inside that yard. Vra Vincent was a Xhosa man
all the way from the Eastern Cape. The man was a fireman, had a beautiful daughter who
was the envy of all the adolescent boys in the neighbourhood and had a peach tree which
produced the most delicious peaches in the whole of Protea South. The problem; he
wouldn’t allow us to take peaches from his yard. We would knock at his door with plastic
bags in our hands; ready to get the go ahead to get as many peaches as possible. Bra
Vincent, would open the door – no t-shirt, beer belly and a bottle of beer in his hand. “Ni
funa ntoni?” He would ask in Xhosa. Our ring leader was always the youngest, who
would stand right in front of him and look at him with puppy eyes; “Besi qela ama
penchies?” The ring leader would ask. We used the youngest hoping it would appeal to
Bra Vincent’s emotion. But not when he had a beer in his hand. If he paused for five
seconds before responding, we knew that it was time to run. He would stare at all six of
us, studying who his victim would be. Then he would put his beer on the kitchen counter
right next to the door.
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Now that was signal for us to run, because what followed next was him ripping out his
belt from his waist and grabbing at least 3 of us. After being caught a few times, we knew
never to repeat this mistake. So we devised a plan. The one closest to the gate would
slowly make his way out, the one at the back would hop over the short fence, the oldest
would carry our ring leader and run as soon as we saw a belt, and the rest of us had to
make a run for it whichever way we saw was safest. So there we were, waiting for Bra
Vincent to rip out his belt. All it took for us to make a run for it, was when he said; “Nigi
kqela ka kubi!” Then we knew it was time. We all knew what to do when, and we made a
run for it. Usually laughing outside his yard. The sad part would be if he caught one of us.
Well, it would be sad for the duration while he was getting a beating. After that, we would
have a feast of laughter at the expense of the one beaten up.
The unfortunate part for Bra Vincent was that his house was next to a felt. His peach tree
was at the fence next to the veldt. So we didn’t really need his permission. All we had to
do, was be silent as possible while we made the best of the opportunity of the positioning
of the tree

If you master the change of gears perfectly, you’ll make it through the steep. If you can’t,
your car will move in the same velocity and the speed will drop, until the car stops and
ultimately roll backwards, to your flat tar. And so you are stuck. Because it was downhill
when you were coming, it is up hill where you are going. You can’t go back, because your
downhill has turned into a steep hill, you can’t go forward because of the steep hill. So,
it’s steep hill forward and steep hill backwards – stuck. To get out of that stuck position,
you’d have to master your change of gears. If not the change in gears, then you’d have to
come speeding at an illegal speed from the downhill, so that when you get to your steep
hill, you are fast enough that even if your speed is being reduced you will have travelled
in an enough speed to buy you time to get onto the other side of the steep hill. In this
chapter, I will be sharing two principles; to speed up while things are a smooth sailing
and to master your change in gears.
So I want to spend the next few pages of this chapter, talking about time in the spheres
that I think are important In opportunity management:

•Time Management
•Opportunity
•Being First
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The one thing that all these three spheres have in common, is time. Caught
opportunities are opportunities caught on time. To do that you have to have good time
management skills, your time management skills will lead you to being first in the race
you are in. The likelihood that you initially got stuck was because you had no
opportunity – happens that way with most achievers, especially free spirited
entrepreneurs. Other than not having enough funds for the flow of operation (which is a
result of not having enough clients to break-even), what could be the reason an
entrepreneur gets stuck?

Time and time management
“Lost time is never found again” – Ben Franklin
Everyone who’s successful worked hard - if not hard they at least worked timely. There
are two ways you can be a success; you could either work hard, or work on time, my
suggestion is both. My logic here is simple; if you just worked hard you’d just sweat. If
working hard made people successful, then the people making and building the streets
would be the most paid. Not that it is an inappropriate way of being successful, it is not.
Hard work is good. If you just worked timely, you’d have good time management skills. If
timely work was the only key to success then the people working nine-to-five, five days a
week would be the most effective. Somehow society doesn’t have the combination of the
two – those who work hard are normally those who waste time. Those who work timely
are normally those who don’t have hard work ethic; “we’ve got enough time don’t stress.”
They say.
But if you put the two together; hard work and time – then you would have an amazing
combination of fantastic work done in perfect time.
“Have an unhealthy amount of focus – do less and be excellent at it.” – Avner Ronen
Having said that, it brings me to my second myth or reality when you are female; multitasking. Ask me what it means? (What does that mean Abel?) Good question. According
to me, it is the ability to make too many mistakes at the same time. If you think because
you are good at multi-tasking then you are the perfect worker – doing hard work at a
timely pace; then you are wrong. If you want to perfect something, you have to focus on
that one thing. Take a look at all the successful people, they are all known for one thing,
that is because they took time out to focus all their energy and time on one project and
made a success of it. It has been proven over the years, that people who multi-task are
less efficient than people who actually do one thing at a time. So, to avoid failing
everything at the same time, do one thing and master it. Bobbejaan spanner [the
Afrikaans monkey(in this context means person) that is good at everything], is just a myth.
You want to know what it feels like to fail everything at the same time, try telling yourself
that you are good at everything and you can make a success of everything.
Burning Desire Sample

41

I’ve met fascinating people (there are too many of them in township) who can do
everything, and I really mean everything. Your geyser burst, you can call them. Electrical
faults in the house you can call them. Door knobs not working, you can call them. Need
a plan to extend your home, you can call them. Need a marketing plan for your business,
you can call them. And if you have experienced what I’m talking about, then you know
that these people aren’t really good at what they do. They can do the job, but someone
else is way better at it than them, because this individual took time out to master it. The
lesson here is to focus on thing, spend time on it all the while working hard on it.
“If you chase two rabbits, both will escape.” – Chinese Proverb
I came across an acronym for the word focus, and thought it would be perfect for this
section of the topic:

F - follow
O – One
C - Course

U - Until
S - Successful
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“When you do two things at once, brain power doesn’t increase to meet demand; in fact, it
decreases – which means you perform each task more poorly than you would by focusing
on one alone” – Edward Willet
The lesson of time is the most important of the three. Let us get real for a moment and
leave the text book alone. If you have found yourself saying to yourself, there are not
enough hours in a day, then after reading this I hope you will apologise to yourself and
repent from your sin of chronology. I have also been guilty of such a sin. We all have 24hours in a day, and how we use the hours is important, please remember the term time
management. Time management is a technique (or maybe more) designed to enable
people (that’s you), to get more done in less time with better results. So somehow, I feel
you; you have a lot of things to do with such little time, so I took the courtesy of drawing
up a time log for you, that way you are always doing what you have to, at a designated
time. But it is an amazing concept, how do you get more done, in a less time, and get
better results, you have to create time logs for yourself.
09:00 – 10:00

10:00-11:00

11:00 – 12:00

12:00 – 13:00

13:00 – 14:00

14:00 – 15:00

15:00 – 16:00

16:00 – 17:00
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“It’s not what you do once in a while; it is what you do day in and day out that makes the
difference” – Jenny Craig
In the shaded areas of the time log, you can fill in what you will be doing for that hour.
Never find yourself doing nothing for a whole hour as well as never find yourself doing
nothing in the morning after 09:00. Let us not even talk about being in bed at 09:00,
your burning desire should be enough to wake you up to be ready on time. After using
this method you will realise that you have all the time in the world.

“Show me a lazy prick who’s lying in bed all day, watch tv and I’ll show you a guy who
ain’t causing trouble.” – George Carlin
The best time to ever do anything in achievement is the morning. There is something
about dawn that many successful people have discovered, and I have discovered for you.
You would think that since they are rich, they have all the time in the world, so they can
sleep half the day, wake up at midday and play golf. Wrong! Even when they are in that
position in their lives, morning still remains the most powerful time of the day. Two
hours is two hours in anytime of the day, but the most powerful two hours is the one in
the morning. But since I touched on the issue of being in bed after 09:00 I might as well
continue and take a bash at you. With 24-hours in your day, technically you supposed
to be only sleeping 8 of those hours, that leaves you with 16 hours in your day.
Assuming you take lunch breaks that leaves you with 15 hours. Now how do we solve
this problem – if you want more hours in your day, then you should sleep less.
“There will be plenty of time to sleep once you are dead.” – Ben Franklin
“The key is not in spending time, but in investing it.” – Stephen R Covey
Clearly it’s very important how you spend your time. Opulent business people who have
drivers have one of the best reasons why they are chauffeured around. It is not because
they want to look cool, not because they don’t or can’t drive or because they have the
money to splash around – their reason is because of time. When one was asked why she
has a driver, she explained that while she’s sitting at the backseat she’s able to make
more calls and send more e-mails resulting in her making more money in the hour that
she is stuck in traffic. Unlike driving to and fro from work stuck in traffic an hour in
each trip, that has wasted two hours. Then there’s going from meeting to meeting, if the
meeting is outside of the office; she’s probably going to have to drive. When is she doing
her work? When is she making money? However, you and I who can’t afford a driver
YET, will have to save our time as much as we can. I’m very jealous of how I spend my
time. I can give you anything without a doubt, but my time. I could give you money
without interrogating you, but the moment you ask for my time then I want to know
why? Because every other resource I can withdraw from somewhere to replace the one
that I lost, but where do you bank and withdraw time? So I manage my time, specifically
because there is no other place where I can make up the time I lost.
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“There’s always a chance to make more money, but never a chance to get your time back.”
– Mike Wigston
I will never forget my communications lecturer on my first year at University. One day a
friend of mine and I walked into the lecture late. He stopped us and asked what
Chronemics meant. I had not even the slightest clue. He explained, “Chronemics is the
communication of time.” Then he asked me what does it mean. I told him, it meant that
we communicate a certain message by our use of time. He then asked another question,
“what are you trying to communicate to me by arriving late for my lecture?”
I kid you not, ever since that day, I have never been late for a single thing. And anyone
who is late on my watch, will have to define chronemics.

Opportunity
“I would like to amend the idea of being in the right place at the right time. There are many
people who were in the right place but didn’t know it. You have to recognize when the right
place and the right time fuse and take advantage of that opportunity. There are plenty of
opportunities out there. You can’t sit back and wait.” – Ellen Metcalf

So principles can be derived from anything from personal experience to old proverbs,
which really aren’t derived from anything less than personal experiences. But I chose to
explain the principle of timely opportunity in a much more simpler way, using an old
English proverb:
THE EARLY BIRD CATCHES THE FATTEST WORM
This famous quote by English author William Camden, turned into a proverb for those
opportunistic people, to encourage them to go out there and be as early as possible for
that big opportunity.
Simply means; if you want that big opportunity, you have to be early for it. However, I
believe that in explaining this proverb, for many generations and all over the world, the
worm has been neglected. All along the subject of this matter was the bird, but what
about the worm? The worm became secondary subject in this matter and was hardly
considered as equally important. What happens if the worm is not as early as the bird?
What if the bird is not the only early bird? Or better yet, what if the worm decides it is
not coming out of its hole? Whichever way we look at it, the subject of the matter here is
the worm. The worm became important the moment the bird depended on it for survival.
It is the worm which comes out early for the bird; it is the worm which takes good care of
itself; just so the early bird may have it.
“If opportunity doesn’t knock, build a door.” – Milton Berle
So what then do we say about this early bird and fat worm with all due respect to
William Camden:
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The early worm gives up its life for the first bird.

It’s the same thing. It is no longer about the bird, it’s about the worm, and in this case
the worm will be the opportunity. How many times have you been early or first for that
opportunity and you missed it every time? Was it because the opportunity wasn’t big
enough or was it because you weren’t on time? NONE OF THE ABOVE! The reason you
missed the opportunity was because you were the subject and not the opportunity, it
was always “I am going for that job interview” or “I am going to buy that car”, and every
time opportunity presented itself, you hoped very much that you were the first, because
you put yourself as the subject of the matter.
“Behind me is infinite power, before me is endless possibility, around me is boundless
opportunity” – Unknown Author
This time let us put the worm as the subject. How important would you feel if you were
hired and not employed? What’s the difference? Well, being employed means you went
out looking for the job or that opportunity, and being hired simply means the
opportunity came out looking for you. That’s exactly how the bird feels; the opportunity
(worm) came out expecting to find the bird. The bird on the other hand was expecting to
find the worm at a certain time. At this time the bird could be saying, “I am going to the
worm hole, because the worm is waiting for me”, though the bird will have the worm, the
bird has created importance of expectation.
Importance and expectation gives you the ability to see the importance of the opportunity
you are after and expectation of a certain outcome after you have received the
opportunity. We need to be able to identify the importance of our opportunity. How
important is it? This also teaches us the power of expectation; we have to expect
something for it to happen successfully. Nobody became successful by default or
unexpectedly. It was a desire that was within them that drove them to success; whether
they robbed a bank or worked 30 years – the goal is the same, they wanted to be
successful. You see, expectation says; what you see, is what you expect to get, let me
break it down in much more simpler terms. You see an advert in a newspaper for a job
you are interested in, you apply because you think it is all you have ever wanted, you are
expecting a certain outcome from the job because of the advert in the paper. Once you
get the job, you find that it is not what you thought it was. From that point, what you
saw is not what you got. It is like the bird seeing a fat worm, go for it, and then it tastes
like grass (I don’t know what worms taste like by the way). That would be disgusting for
the bird, why? That is because the moment you see an opportunity, you have already
created a certain expectation. So, on one extreme the opportunity is important, on the
other extreme however in its importance, there is a certain expectation. No matter how
important it is, if it does not meet your expectations then the opportunity is voidable (it’s
an opportunity, but it is second best).
“Most People don’t recognize opportunity when it comes, because it’s usually dressed in
overalls and looks like a lot of work.” - Thomas Edison
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On the other hand the only time you can expect something is if you know you did
something to deserve it. And what you do will determine how many things you should
expect, if you are expecting more than one opportunity it means when all doors open up,
you will have a variety to choose from. I will never \forget how my mom would always
shout at me for being picky with the food that I ate and the food that I didn’t eat. She
would always say to me that the only time I can be picky is if there is a variety to choose
from. You will only be able to choose if there is a variety to choose from. And the only
time there will be a variety to choose from is when there are opportunities, these
opportunities are opportunities that you are expecting and you only expect them if you
have worked towards making them possible.
Three things you need to learn: CHANCE (worm), TIME (early) and NUMBER (first).
These three are in order of importance; chance, time and number. This is my bird-worm
theory. For all achievement opportunities, these go together. Time and number cannot go
without chance, and also vice versa. These are the questions you should ask yourself
when an opportunity arises:
•Is there a chance?
•Was I on time?
•Was I first?
“
if you can be first be first, if you cannot be first, then compete in an area where you can be
first” – Al Ries and Trout
Why is it important to ask yourself these questions? The world is not going to wait for
you, nor is it going to invite you to your success. So many people approach opportunities
and these opportunities are not their chance - they are the bird, but the worm is not
theirs. I often used to think that so many birds negotiated with the worms, why else
would a worm work so hard in getting itself fat just to be eaten. Remember the fatter the
more lazier, so the bird negotiated its way through this one. What’s the lesson? Make
sure that the chance that you have is a fat chance, and is exactly what you expecting.
You really should be tired of getting chances just because they are available. Get a
chance because it is fat and it is big, remember life is all about principles – if you are
going to make it, make it big, there is no time for condolence prizes.
“Number two in race is always the first one to lose” – Montoedi Kotu
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Ecclesiastes 9v11

The race is not to the swift or the battle to the strong, nor does food
come to the wise or wealth to the brilliant or favour to the learned;
but time and chance happen to them all.
The first thing I thought when I read this was – it can’t be right. How can you not win the
race if you are the fastest? How can you not win the battle if you are strong? Those who
are wise have bread on their tables. The wealthy are usually brilliant. The educated have
the most favour with men. However, my thoughts were before I understood time and
chance. In this case, time will refer to time management, chance will refer to opportunity.
You see, everyone has a shot at every opportunity – be it a race, battle, wealth or favour.
But to get a chance in all those opportunities, you have to spend time developing the
area required for the acquiring of the opportunity. The writer (King Solomon) knew what
it took to get opportunity, but he also knew that to manage your opportunity you needed
good time management skills, and the ability to recognize chance. When I discovered
this, I then thought to myself that; every opportunity requires a certain character. Not
only that, but you have to spend time building and developing that character, that when
you approach the opportunity, you don’t come second best. Like I mentioned above – if
there was anything like opportunity management, we would have entrepreneurial
success. Here in burning desire, there are five things in opportunity management that
you need to master. If you can master these five things, then you have succeeded in the
opportunity management module. So here are five characteristics for any opportunity
you are approaching, as mentioned in the book of Ecclesiastes. If you have all five then
great, however for a burning desire, you at least will require one:

•Education/Intelligence
“Intelligence plus character – that is the goal of true education” – Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr
Get an educated person to give you the dumbest opinion on a public platform, it will still
sound intelligent. This is because those who are educated have favour with men. Think
of the most educated person in the township, the doctor – he’s the most respected
because of his qualifications. People even go to him for other reasons aside from health –
because an educated mans opinion will bring him favour with men. Sometimes that
piece of paper that says you went through university also says you know what you are
talking about, well at least those are the standards developed by society. Everybody has
a chance at finding favour with people, if they would just sit and educate themselves. If
you are a person who is always in the public eye, this is relevant for you. Ultimately, the
ideal thing is that intelligence should be directly or inversely proportional to income.
People earn based on their intelligence. The most intelligent or educated earn more and
their job is simple. The least educated have the hardest job and they earn the least.
“I have never let my schooling interfere with my education.” – Mark Twain
That does not mean that education or intelligence is confined within the walls of a
University or College.
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Nor does it mean that it is validated by a certificate or degree. Informal education is also
education – you just can’t prove that you went through it. This is extra education that
cannot be certified; books, workshops, seminars. If you think about it, the one thing that
formal education and informal education have in common is the reading of books. All
university does is prescribe reading material for you to read. To prove that you have read
this material, you will be required to write a test. If you pass a number of tests, then you
are certified. The degree simply means that you have read a book. The library is a free
university that does not certify your reading. The book shop is a university that also does
not certify your reading. Not a single book in university is not available at a book shop or
library. It’s just that when you choose to read it there, you won’t be certified.
“If you asked one hundred people how many books they have read on their own since
leaving school (college or high school), I bet only a handful would say they have read more
than one or two books. If you asked how many listen to audio lessons and voluntarily
attend conferences and seminars to grow personally, there would be even fewer. Most
people celebrate when they receive their diploma or degree and say to themselves, “Thank
goodness that’s over. Just let me have a good job. I’m finished with studying.” But such
thinking doesn’t take you any higher than average. If you want to be successful, you have
to keep growing.” – John C. Maxwell
I hope by now, you have gotten the picture; education and intelligence revolve around
reading. Learning is not just subjected to a formal institution.

•Speed
I had said earlier, that in a race people are not interested in the one who will finish the
race second, but they are interested in number one. Seemingly, they are also interested
in the last person to cross the finish line. This is because the world only recognises the
extremely good, and the extremely bad. So opportunity in terms of speed is the ability to
outrun everybody who is in the same race. Speed is determined by other people running
in the same race. You cannot determine your speed if you are only running alone. The
trick here is to outrun people who are in the same race as you. If you run fast enough
and on time, then there will be a chance. This is relevant for entrepreneurs, especially
those in highly competitive industries.

•Brilliance
“Get a good idea and stay with it. Do it and work at it until it is done right” – Walt Disney
Have you ever thought why they hire you at work? It’s not just about performance, but
it’s about what you can bring into the company that will increase its sales and make
performance easier. Why else would they have to interview you? They interview you to
test the amount of brilliance you have – what can you bring into the company that they
don’t already have
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But just before you think it is all about being creative, let me just say – you ought to be
brilliant in what you are gifted for. So many people are gifted singers, but what makes
them great is what they do to better their gift. In the same tone, let me say that just a
degree won’t get you that opportunity, it’s what you do to better that qualification that
makes you brilliant.
Think of all the opulent people on earth; Warren Buffet, Patrice Motsepe, Steve Jobs etc.
What makes them rich? It’s their brilliance. Think of products and companies like Apple,
Microsoft, Coke, Mc Donald’s etc. That one idea they had, put them on the map. This is
because brilliance creates wealth. A friend of mine taught me something amazing; ‘to be
rich, you have to have means of production.’ That is an idea, it can be made a brilliant
idea if it makes wealth. Everybody has a chance at being rich, if only they would take
some time out and ponder on that brilliant idea. Remember, the idea becomes brilliant
only after it has made wealth. Until then it remains an idea which you are to shove in
one of the boxes in the garage. This is relevant for entrepreneurs extraordinaire – who
are always starting something new.
A very special mentor of mine; Nigeria’s Joshua Awesome, taught me this: Intellectual
Immortality. This is intellectual property that exists beyond your grave. This is what
brilliant people create – it goes beyond an idea which makes money and puts food on the
table. This property of brilliance puts food on the table of other individuals. It is
developed by ideas thought through carefully. Idea being the operative word. Apple,
Microsoft, McDonald, KFC, IBM and many more properties of intellect, are not just their
building, are not the thousands of people around the world who work for them, they are
not even their creator. Microsoft’s head office building can come crashing down, but the
intellectual property still stands. Steve Jobs died, but Apple is still running. This is the
perfect example of intellectual immortality. All these are ideas. The power of brilliance is
not seen, touched or felt through our sensual perception. The power of brilliance is in
your mind. What’s that big idea in your mind right now that can turn you into an
intellectual immortal being. Long after you have died, what will remain of you? Steve
Jobs died, but when we think of Apple we think – Steve Jobs.
“There is one thing stronger than all the armies in the world, and that is an idea whose
time has come.” – Victor Hugo

•Strength
In the previous chapter we discussed the issue of ‘failure’ relative to being stuck.
Sometimes you require strength to make it to the next opportunity. You have to be able
to fight your way through and sometimes force the issue. Which is why the second pillar
of approaching opportunity is strength. If you are going to win the battle, and the battle
is your opportunity to prove yourself – then you will need strength, it is not going to
come easy.
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Always relevant for those who are constantly under pressure.
Strength can also be likened to leadership. My favourite or my most workable leadership
technique is the inside out leadership. Leading yourself first, then the people who follow
you, and lastly the project. Leadership of self has mostly to do with mastering your
personality relative to how other people perceive you. People will consider you a leader
based on the kind of person you are. If people don’t like who you are and don’t consider
you admirable and you are in a management position, then consider yourself a boss as
opposed to a leader. Which is why being in a management position doesn’t qualify you to
be a leader, it’s who you are that makes you a leader. That’s why companies spend
fortunes in empowering mangers to being leaders; because management is for work,
leadership is for people. So it’s very important to master the kind of person that you are
first, before you master people and the project – this is the foundation of your strength.
Your next pillar of strength is with your people skills (this of course is if you have a team
that helps you). These are people who are backing you up, helping you achieve that
opportunity. I call them the dream team, they are not particularly interested in the
project as much as they are interested in you. You are the reason they are doing what
they are doing. So how you handle them will be determine the success of the project.
The next strength lies in the opportunity. Yours and your teams ability to handle the
opportunity. The foundation for this strength is in the knowledge of the opportunity.
(Dear entrepreneur) You’ll be a leader in the industry if you are a master at what you do.
Not only that, but you have to be recognised for your leadership abilities in that
particular industry.

•Wisdom
“wisdom is the application of knowledge” – Montoedi Kotu
If we take what Solomon was saying and try to explain it we’d come up with something
like – ‘the wise feed their families.’ Or something along the lines of wisdom and food.
However, food was just a depiction of provision so in 2011 we would have to say
something like – ‘the wise are able to provide for themselves.’ The unfortunate thing
about wisdom is that it cannot be taught – wisdom is the application of knowledge. Just
being informed about certain things doesn’t make you wise, it is when you apply
knowledge then do you acquire wisdom. You have an opportunity of being wise, if you
would just take some time out and fill yourself with knowledge. This is relevant for
leaders – those leading other leaders.
“There are essentially two things that will make you wiser – the books you read and the
people you meet.” - Charles Jones
Speed wins you the race. Strength gives you the victory. Wisdom puts food on your
table. Brilliance creates your wealth. Intelligence grants you favour.
So the hierarchy for all this would be:
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Expertise

Education (formal or informal) being the foundation of all types of achievement is the
starting point to anything you want to achieve. The second step would be to prove if
you’ve learnt anything. Education would somehow equate to intelligence. Intelligence
should lead you to bring brilliant. To prove your brilliance, you then need to come up
with a new idea. So your responsibility as someone who is after an opportunity, is to
innovate the system. Bring in a new idea. From there you need to master the
performance system, which will lead you to becoming a leader in your quest for
achievement. To be an expert, you need the foundation of all the preceding four; be
educated, change the system, master your system, be recognised as a leader – then you
are an expert.
Always relevant for those who are constantly under pressure.
Strength can also be likened to leadership. My favourite or my most workable leadership
technique is the inside out leadership. Leading yourself first, then the people who follow
you, and lastly the project. Leadership of self has mostly to do with mastering your
personality relative to how other people perceive you. People will consider you a leader
based on the kind of person you are. If people don’t like who you are and don’t consider
you admirable and you are in a management position, then consider yourself a boss as
opposed to a leader. Which is why being in a management position doesn’t qualify you to
be a leader, it’s who you are that makes you a leader. That’s why companies spend
fortunes in empowering mangers to being leaders; because management is for work,
leadership is for people. So it’s very important to master the kind of person that you are
first, before you master people and the project – this is the foundation of your strength.
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Your next pillar of strength is with your people skills (this of course is if you have a team
that helps you). These are people who are backing you up, helping you achieve that
opportunity. I call them the dream team, they are not particularly interested in the
project as much as they are interested in you. You are the reason they are doing what
they are doing. So how you handle them will be determine the success of the project.
The next strength lies in the opportunity. Yours and your teams ability to handle the
opportunity. The foundation for this strength is in the knowledge of the opportunity.
(Dear entrepreneur) You’ll be a leader in the industry if you are a master at what you do.
Not only that, but you have to be recognised for your leadership abilities in that
particular industry.
As an achievement consultant, I see this all the time in the corporate world. The
hierarchy above is the ladder in the corporate world. For that particular opportunity in
that special company you want to work at, you need to enter through a qualification. A
qualification which you got through an academic institution. More qualifications would
be experiential work – what you learnt from your previous job, regardless of what you
were doing. Once you get the job, it is your responsibility to put to use what you have
learnt. By this, I mean innovating the system, in a way that would increase sales, profit
margins or improve on performance. Once you have innovated the system, you need to
master it – be the master of what you have created. If the system works, then you will be
recognised as a leader – this usually means a promotion into management. You should
master leadership in a way that you become a mentor (chapter 4) to your co-workers and
employees. Once that is done, and you are recognised as a great leader then you are an
expert. Being an expert usually comprises of an education (usually formal), an innovated
system (a brilliant idea), mastery of the system (strength). Leadership and mentoring of
other individuals.
So in a small or larger scale – achievement and opportunity management requires you to
do five things – learn, innovate, master, lead and be an expert.
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CHAPTER 3
HELP!!!!
I chose to ignore the blood, and continue towards my neighbour’s car. When I got to him,
I banged on the window three times! He turned around in such shock, starred at me like
he was about to surrender his car keys. That was until he recognised me. Seeing the
trauma in my face, he didn’t even ask what was wrong; he ran towards his gate to see
what was happening at our house. He ran back, passed me without saying a word, ran
to his door banged on it “Hurry! Open! Daniel’s house is on fire!” His sister-in-law, who
was waiting for him to arrive before she went to her house; ran towards me, gave me a
hug and asked what happened. While I was still explaining to her, I saw my brother
ringing our neighbours intercoms screaming for Help! Since my hand was bleeding, my
phone was bloody because I had been trying to call the fire brigade. After numerous
failed attempts to calling the Fire Station, I resorted to the police. “South African Police
service how may I help you?” The call centre agent said. Told her to send the fire brigade
– the house was on fire, then I hung up. I remembered a few seconds later that I did not
mention where the fire was. So I called back; “All our agents are currently busy, please
hold.” The frustration was killing me, but a few seconds later an unknown call came in;
“Hi sir, I’m calling from the SAPS. We got a call from you about a fire?” I took a deep sigh
of relief. “Yes mam! My name is Abel. Our house caught fire we in Brackendowns. Please
send the fire brigade. I can’t get through to them.” I told her. “Oh! we already know about
your situation. Someone called in a few minutes ago our police should be with you in a
moment.” Hearing her say that made me feel a little better, but the house was still on fire
and there was no fire brigade. When I hung up, blue lights were flashing and the police
had arrived. But this was the help we did not need – there were no criminals.
My white school jersey had patches of red, the other red was in my eyes. I wasn’t sure
whether it was from the smoke or whether it was from the tears which ran down my
cheek. I also wasn’t sure if I was crying or not, because my throat had no lump but that
experience right there was definitely a sad one. Anybody who looked at me would have
thought I was crying. But I convinced myself that the red in my eyes was from the smoke
in the house.
I went to the constables who had just pulled over. I tried explaining to them how it all
happened, but none of them had pen or paper to take down what was supposed to be my
statement. I left them when I realised that my explanation was falling on shocked ears.
“heh? kanjani manje? Nini? [What? How? When?].” Was all they could say. When they
asked that, I realised the shock was too much for them – they couldn’t act as police, for
that moment, they were citizens on patrol. I walked away to go stand in front of the
house to have a front row viewing of the roof falling in. In front of me was my mom who
was also starring at her home. Looking at her from the back, I could see the sadness it
brought her. I would have loved to go and comfort her, but at that moment we had a
burning house to take care of and everyone would have needed comforting at some stage.
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Since I had hit the security alarm pad while we were in the house, the security car had
already parked outside our house. The fire wasn’t that bad from the inside as yet, so my
dad and the man from the security company went into the house to see what they could
save. And first on their list of things to save was the new television set my mom had
recently bought. They put it on the lawn outside and in their second attempt to go save
something else, more roof tiles came down. They couldn’t go in again. All they had saved
was the television, which in my eyes was useless without the DSTV PVR decoder.
My neighbour offered to take the television and keep it safe for us until we had a plan.
So we carried the television to his house.

On my way back from across the street; a silver grey 2006 Golf 5 came speeding down
our street. I stood there thinking that this was the help we had called for, until he sped
past the house. Three houses down when he realised he passed a burning house and a
stranded family standing outside. He came to a screeching halt and he reversed in
almost the same speed. When he got out of his car which was nicotine contaminated. All
the poor man could do was go on his knees and put his hands on his head. The tears I
had in my eyes were from the smoke in the house, the tears he had were from the
sadness. For something that felt like a forty five seconds I starred at this man, and right
there all the emotions came in. My eyes now had tears because I was crying. When he
could finally construct a sentence, all he could say in his low rapsy Afrikaans accent,
which was baked by over two decades of nicotine, was:
“What happened here?”
He starred at me knowing very well that he was not going to get an answer. He moved on
to his next sentence after he had gathered himself, well at least I thought he was
gathered until he simultaneously gave instructions and asked a dozen of questions that
didn’t make sense:
“okay! firstly make sure the windows are closed.”
“Are you sure there are no gas cylinders in the house?”
“ Is everyone out of the house?”
“Let me call the ambulance.”
“What happened here?”
He kept pausing between sentences as if he was giving himself an opportunity for a
quick puff. Even though he was not smoking, he paused anyway, as if to keep practice
for those moments when he was. His questions were confusing more than the cause of
the fire. I thought to myself; this man is not making sense! He should calm down and get
back into his car
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Just before what was in my mind came to my mouth; two white cars with both their
hazard indicators on, came racing down the street until they simultaneously came to a
screeching halt in front of the house. The passengers and the drivers of the cars all dove
out of the cars in what seemed like an emergency exist. It was my brother and brotherin-law, with their spouses. The way they jumped out of their cars startled me, it was as if
they had the water to put out the fire. But all they had was shock in their faces. They
were also not the help we needed, but I was glad my family had arrived. I then ignored
the shocked man and ran straight into Isaac’s arms. Their lips were stitched together, so
all we could all do was just stare at the house in flames. Watching every window burst,
roof tile after roof tile falling down into the house, as flames that looked as though they
were from a volcano erupted from the top of the house. When the stitches finally came
off, “Abel” was all my older brother could say as he was watching the flames.

Our home was built in such a way that the garage was connected to the house. In the
garage were two cars; a 2006 Toyota Corolla and a 2003 PT Cruiser. If the fire got into
the garage then it would have been a mass fire because there was going to be an
explosion from the petrol car. Then our neighbours house was going to burn down as
well. We had hoped that my mom had the car keys to the other car, as she had the car
keys to the one she used to go to work. Unfortunately those keys were in her room and to
get to her room we had to go through the fire, look for the keys, and back through the
fire again. That was a risk we were all not going to take. So we had one option; to break
the window of the one car, lower the handbrake, and push it out of the yard. The
security guy, as if he had been waiting for this opportunity forever, came back with a
brick before we instructed him to. He struck the window once and the car was pushed
out. My next door neighbour offered to keep the car safe in their yard. So we pushed it as
my brother steered it into their yard.
Donavan, my front opposite neighbour, felt like he seriously had to help somehow. He
reminded us that we had dogs and he didn’t mind taking one with him. Of course we had
to give him Kelly, the German Sheppard. Not that she wasn’t dangerous, but German
Sheppard’s are fairly intelligent dogs. I think she kind of understood what was going on.
Bruce on the other hand, he wasn’t too friendly but then again which Bull Mastiff is? So
unfortunately he had to stay. He had a cage far from the house, right at the back. So he
graciously followed me to the back of the house, and went in the cage obediently. Bruce
was safe. I then gave a little jog so that Kelly could follow me to Donavan’s house. She
also ran obediently until we got to Donavan’s gate, then she stopped and sat down. I
didn’t have time for a stubborn dog, but I had to be patient. So I sat down on the ground
next to her, while the commotion behind me was still going on. I gave her a little stroke
behind the ears, then stood up and went into the yard. I didn’t expect her to understand
what the stroke meant, but it was either she followed or I would have to pick her up.
Amazingly, she got up and followed me. Donavan led the way to the back of his yard
where Kelly would spend the evening. Kelly was safe.
Okay. Good! - I thought. Our cars were safe, our dogs were safe and we were safe.
There were nine of us standing outside starring at the house in askance, waiting for the
fire brigade.
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But suddenly I noticed that yes there are supposed to be nine people here but five of
those people are supposed to be from our family but that was not the case. Three of us
had come from the burning house, the six people there had just arrived...there were two
people missing! My dad and our helper were not with us. A lot of things came to my
mind; maybe he fell and he is still inside the house and cannot get up or he went to get
the helper. The thought of the helper went fast out of my mind when I saw my brother
walking out with her. Only one thought remained in my mind now - my dad fell and he is
still in the house.
When our helper finally reached us, I had to leave to go sit on my own. I couldn’t take
the noise she was making; she kept crying and screaming hysterically at the same time,
“Mawe, yatswa yindlu!” She wailed in Tsonga. I considered this a serious racket, she was
telling us what we already knew - we all knew the house was on fire, we could see that –
we came out from the burning house. If it were up to me, I would have locked her and
the nicotine addict in the same car. They both had something in common; telling me
what I already knew, and confusing me with their noise.
So I withdrew from the crowd and went to sit on the lawn on my own, and have a private
viewing of the house burning. The way I was feeling at that point, I just wanted to leave.
This would have been the perfect time to go far, far, far away where the fire keeps
burning in a boat I don’t have to row.
As I was sitting on the lawn, all I could think was;
Which big bad wolf did this to us?
Normally it’s a huff and a puff, but this was a sly wolf; it set the house on fire. My
thoughts and questions brought tears to my eyes, but I quickly wiped them away
because more and more people began flooding the streets. Although that didn’t matter to
me because none of them had buckets of water to put out the fire. They were there to
help, but they were the help we didn’t need at that point. Then it hit me again; the helper
is here, but my dad is still nowhere to be seen. As if everybody was reading my mind, as I
was about to take off and go look for my dad in the burning house. What felt like eight
hands grabbed me and pulled me back and everyone in the same choral voice started
shouting at me not to go in. I fought them for what felt like a whole two minutes;
throwing punches, kicking and screaming; “Dad’s in the house! He’s burning alive!” I
think the red in my eyes was no longer because of the tears, it was the fury towards the
hands that held me back. My crying was no longer silent; I was wailing like a two year
old who had just been recently weaned - screaming at people as if they were the ones
who set our house on fire.
A paramedic who was twice my size came to the rescue of the people who were holding
me back. I think they let me go because they thought he would be intimidating because
he was twice my size and buff – but hell hath no fury like a man watching his home burn
down with the possibility of a family member burning inside the house. As they let me go
I noticed that he was approaching me, and knowing exactly what he wanted to do; I
clinched my fists and as he got closer I swung punches like a mad man - no one was
going to stop me! I was looking for my
dad.Desire Sample
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Luckily none of those punches got connected with him, he ducked just in time. All those
eight arms came and grabbed me again, this time they lifted me from the ground. Seeing
the fury in my eyes, he knew fighting me would be pointless, he explained to me that he
would be the one who was going to go into the house and get my dad. I was too angry to
even understand what he was telling me, I could rip a lion apart at that moment. All I
remember telling him was; “you better come back with him alive!”
He made his way into the house wrapped in his heroic uniform. I was still captured by
the four people who wanted to make sure I don’t move until I saw my dad. I saw
something that was moving on the roof – I dismissed it to black smoke. When the
movement seemed to be directional with a back and forth movement as if to find balance
I took a closer look. I saw a step ladder and at a much closer look, I saw my dad
standing perilously on the roof with a bucket trying to put out the fire from his property.
I was relieved to see he was alive. A few seconds after that, I remembered that the fire
started in the ceiling. The roof tiles fell into the house and he was standing exactly where
the fire started. He threw down the bucket he had and instructed me to go fill it up with
water and bring it back to him on the roof. I broke free from the hands that were holding
me and I ran to him. About sixteen voices were shouting at me to get back, but I wasn’t
going to refill the bucket - I was going to help him down the roof because that was where
the fire started.
I had already forgotten about the paramedic who had gone into the house in. As I
balanced the step ladder so my dad would safely climb down, the paramedic came out of
the house and informed the people outside that my dad wasn’t in the house. As my dads’
feet hit the ground, the scariest thing happened; the roof tiles exactly where he was
standing went crashing down into the house. Another huge flame erupted from the top of
the house. All thoughts of saving the house went into flames with the burning house. I
had given up because it was just the paramedics and the police and they didn’t have
water with them. It had been 30 minutes after the call for the fire brigade had been
logged and they had still not arrived. But I was glad because of one thing; my dad had
cheated death for the second time in one night.
I had to understand where my dad was coming from, taking a bucket full of water like
that. That’s how it was done in the township where we came from. Nobody had a bucket
of water here, all 50 people, they had their cell phones. Well at least my neighbour was
standing on the other side of the fence with a hose pipe drawing water from his yard
trying to put out the fire. But from where he was standing and where the fire was, his
efforts were in vain. He did however whisper to my brother that the only reason he had
the hose pipe was so the fire wouldn’t get to his yard, which was fair enough.
All the running around eased up a bit. Everyone was a bit calm. With all those people
there, it felt like the whole street was awake. About 50 people were standing outside the
house, a third of those people were on their phones calling for help or trying to organise
something for the stranded family. It was like a scene from the movies; old women who
were supposed to be in bed that time were standing in front of the house clinging to their
husbands who are restless and are trying to do something about the house.
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The young ladies of the neighbourhood with their eyes welling up, asking themselves
when the fire brigade was going to get here. Children who were supposed to be doing
their homework, starring, trying to figure out what to make of this and how they were
going to explain it to their friends the next day at school.
A sad scene that was. Watching the house burn down room after room and we cannot do
anything about it. The alarm siren ultimately stopped. At its silence we already knew
that the flame was nearing my parents room, because whatever it is they installed in the
ceiling, it was just before my parents room just after mine. My room, where all my
clothes were, where everything sacred of mine was, where my photo albums were, my
school books, my gadgets. It was as if I could feel everything burn up, one by one. Right
there from the lawn I had returned to, all I had was my phone and a R10 note in the
back of my jean pocket. That was the poorest I have ever been; hardly no cash, no
clothes and most of all, homeless!!! Just to see how much of my room the fire had
consumed. I gave my other phone a ring. I had left it on top of my dresser. When it went
straight to voice mail, I knew that it was burnt. Together with my bible, clothes, books,
and a chocolate bar I had in the wardrobe – I officially had nothing. My eyes began to
well up. I was finally hit with the sad reality of what was going on. I put my head in
between my knees; “What is this?” I softly said to myself, “who did this?” In an effort to
try calm myself down. I stood up and went to the corner of the house where there was no
fire, and I let out a shout!!!
Forty-five minutes and there was still no fire brigade. So my brother took the car and
decided to go looking for them. Five minutes later they all came speeding down the
street. I was very angry. Angrier than what I was 15 minutes before they arrived. The fire
station was about fifteen minutes away from our home, what took them so long? Angrily
I jumped up to get an explanation from them about why they only came fifty minutes
after the call had been logged. Had they arrived twenty minutes after the call, we would
have saved a few things in the house. So my conscience hits me, and I decide not to
confront their chief;
Wait till they are done Abel.
I did exactly as my conscience suggested. Well, I was going to, until they got everything
ready and when they turned on the tap from their brigade they had no water. That was
the straw that broke my back. I ignored my conscience and went right after their chief.
Those eight hands again came and grabbed me, this time with the police. A quick slide
show graced my mind - spending the night in a cold prison cell. At least a prison cell had
a roof and a bed, which was far more than what I had. But getting arrested was not the
best option at that point. I had enough to worry about. I didn’t need an assault charge to
be added to that. Where they were going to find the water was beyond me.
But they did find water - our neighbourhood had one of those fire brigade taps. So they
sourced the water from there and came to put out a fire. Not from a house. No. There
was no house left. They came to put out a fire where a house used to be - in an open
space with a fence, right in the middle of two other houses.
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You need help. Be very thankful that you don’t live in an island where you are the only
person alive and you have to see yourself through. There are 50 million people in South
Africa. Of all the 49 999 999 people, at least one has to have the help you need. When
you are a burning desire achiever, you have to be able to humble yourself to a word such
as help. You don’t only get help because you are in trouble, you get help because the
person you are asking it from has better knowledge. People who have a burning desire
know and understand that it is close to impossible to do things on your own all the time.
Sometimes the help you will get is not because you have asked for it, but because there
are people who genuinely help others. Only after you have been helped will you realise
that you actually needed that help. For example; we kept on getting help we didn’t need
at the time we got it, but it was help none the less. I did a quick analysis of the difference
in environment and the type of help we got. I then asked myself a question – what if we
still lived in Soweto?
“One person caring about the another represents life’s greatest value.” – Jim Rohn
The question if, was not whether the house was going to burn down or not. The question
to me was the amount and kind of help we would have got if we still lived in the
township. If we still lived in the township, the house wouldn’t have burnt the way it did we would have screamed; “indlu iyasha! [the house is on fire!]” and without thinking or
looking twice, our neighbours would have come with buckets of water trying to save what
was left of the house and everything in it. We probably would have slept at home, with
just a fraction of the house burnt and to be fixed in just a few days.
My comparison was not for or against our suburban neighbours. What we got from our
neighbours, we wouldn’t have probably got from our township neighbours. What we
would have got from our township neighbours we didn’t get from our suburban
neighbours. My comparison is not a discrimination of race, economic and financial
status – it just shows the difference in the type of help we would’ve got and the type of
help we did get. Everybody who helped and could have helped us, helped in the best way
they knew how, and in what they could offer.
Here’s why my analytical comparison is important; when you are in a burning desire
achievement journey, you should forget about making it without help. Not because you
need help, but because you don’t live in an island. You don’t always have to go through
the hard way of getting things, sometimes just humbling yourself to a help, is very
important. Help is not just for the needy or the desperate. Think of the time when
someone offered you something that you didn’t really need, but it helped you immensely
– you weren’t needy, but you weren’t going to be able to do it by yourself.
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Even a multi-million Rand business needs help, they’re not needy, but if we do not buy
what they are selling, then the multi-million state will soon fade. So for them to continue
being as great, they need our help. You need help because you have a burning desire,
and people who have burning desires encounter two sets of help:

•The people who will jump in and help you while you are still in the burning desire journey.
•The people who come after your journey or when you have reached your goals and your success journey.
Both these sets of people are important, when you are in the middle of your journey you
need people who are not afraid to jump in and help you, and people who will help you
after the journey.

Those who jump in
I have to emphasize this; you don’t have to be in trouble for you to get help – as a
matter of fact; sometimes we get help even when we don’t need it, but note that help that
you don’t need always speeds up the process. Take the example of a car that is stuck
and needs to be pushed so it can be jumped started. If there’s only three of you, and two
are pushing, the car might move, but it will move faster if pedestrians who are walking
by offer to help; you didn’t need it, but it sped up the process.
“A child carried on its mother’s back does not know how far the market is from home.” –
African Proverb
I have an amazing experience of people who jumped in to help me get to where I wanted
to be, especially those who became passengers of the boat I was captaining, they might
not have been going where I was going, but their presence and their help in steering the
boat was extraordinary. Like the people who were there trying to put the fire out, you
also need people who are going to be there during your burning desire journey, this time,
not to put the fire out, but to help keep the fire going. You need someone or some people
who are going to jump in and help you through it.

Those who help after
This is the type of help that we think we don’t need, our rationale here is; If I have
achieved what I need to achieve why do I need any more help? That might be true for any
other kind of achievement, but not quite with burning desire achievement. And here is
why – you see if you have been sailing and you reach the end of your trip, the next step
now would be find someone help you tie the boat onto the shore. Even though you are
there, you need to be settled.
If you are an entrepreneur let’s try this; you might have your opportunities in place and
signed new deals, those people are the help you need.
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Opportunities and help are parallels in a burning desire – once you have identified your
opportunity, the next thing is to find Help that will help you secure that opportunity, this
is the help that comes after.
“We can’t help everyone, but everyone can help someone.” – Ronald Reagan

People will always be around you when you need help, and there are some people who
will just be there and become spectators of your journey. Sometimes the kind of help
that we need at that particular moment will be the help that is late. And the help that
you need after you’ve reached your goals will be the help that is there before its time. The
fire brigade came after we had received clothes, food and a place to sleep - that was the
type of help we needed after the fire had past, not during the fire. You need to be able to
humble yourself to a thank you, even though you don’t need that particular kind of help
at that moment. The moment you are in a burning desire journey and you don’t ask for
help when you are stuck, you might just stay where you are for a much longer period
than you were supposed to. We all have reason for not asking for help. The most
annoying question to answer is the one where people are trying to find out why you are
stuck, and you’d probably think something like – why can’t you just help me without
asking too many questions? Some people want to diagnose your achievement before they
help you – why? Well that still beats me. But we have to make it clear; just because you
are asking for help, that doesn’t mean you are in trouble, you just want to speed up the
process.
So what then do we say about this help word; help is normally needed for that time you
are in a mess. Help is a now thing, it’s a resource you need at the moment you are in
that mess – furthermore it is not just for your mess - it is to guide you through the
opportunity, whether before or after. Remember we are working towards sustaining your
burning desire flame, and to create more burning desire flames within you, you need to
be able to be able to humble yourself to the word help.
“Ask for what you want. Ask for help, ask for input, ask for advice and ideas – but never
be afraid to ask.” – Brain Tracy
So, you begin to look for a place with the necessary help that you need at that time,
regardless of where they are, help is help, your humility will determine how long you stay
in that mess. But for burning desire achievement – your humility will determine how
quick you get to your achievement.
“Always remember that your life, no matter how great will be insignificant unless you have
helped and impacted other lives.” – Author Unknown
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Mark 2v1-5 (NKJV)
And again he entered into Capernaum, after some days; it was noised
that he was in the house. And straightway many were gathered
together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so
much as about the door: and he preached the word unto them. And
they came unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne
of four. And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press,
they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken it
up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay. When
Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, “Son, thy sins
be forgiven thee”
When Jesus got into Capernaum, it was noised that he was in the house. People around
you will speak and suggest of the type of help you need, there is always something in or
around town that could be of your help. It is sometimes important that you hear and
listen to what people have got to say about the type of help that they suggest you need,
it could be your last resort to your help. You also have to understand that you need help,
and you not the only person who needs help; there are other people with similar or
worse situations or better yet with better achievements than what you may have. The
question in this case could be; how badly do you want it? Your burning desire for help
will lead you on to the roof if you want help passionately. When the house was on fire,
and the fire brigade finally arrived, it had no water. It had come from somewhere twenty
kilometres away from our home. The next question you need to ask yourself is - does
your source of help have the ability to deal with your situation? Because you don’t want to
find yourself in a situation where you are at the right source but your source of help has
got no resources.

Four Pillars of Help
The paralytic was brought in by four of his friends. These are the type of friends who are
there in the middle of the crises and at the end. These people weren’t the help, but they
carried him to the help. You need those types of friends - people who are not afraid to
take you to your help, people who will cut through the roofs of buildings just to get you
help. There are those types of friends who will see the necessity of taking you there,
question is; do you have those types of friends?
However – friends are not the only people who are able to help, as a matter of fact, not
everybody who helps you, is your friend. But your help has got to have four pillars. The
only reason I chose four pillars, is because the man had four friends who picked him up.
So I’m assuming besides picking him up, all them had to have a specific role they played.
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•Connection
When Jesus was in the city, it was noised. Are you aware that even though it was noised
there are some people who didn’t hear that Jesus was in town? Furthermore there are
some people who missed their healing because they didn’t know. However, one of the
paralytic’s friend heard the noise about Jesus being in town. He had the ear, more than
that he had the connection from where the noise was coming from.
If you are going to get help from someone, you have to make sure he/she at least have
connections. I need to know that you have a friend, whose cousin’s friends brother, who
has an uncle who works for someone who is the connection I need. How I get there is
irrelevant. I just need to make sure that you have connections. By connections I mean
network. Somewhere in the network of friends and clients should be someone who is
able to help me.

•Ability
After they had figured that there was someone in town. They had to come up with a
solution of how they were going to get this man who can’t walk by himself to Jesus. One
of them should have suggested that they carry him. Carry him not because they didn’t
have any other choice, but because they had the ability to carry him.

Carrying someone encompasses lifting them up, from their feet – this is so they do not
walk by themselves. If you are going to help me, please let it come in a package of
carrying me. You obviously helping me because I couldn’t do it by myself - if I could I
would. But I have an inability at this point, so I need to carried by people who have the
ability. By ability I further mean that, it shouldn’t require too much energy from you, you
should be able to do it in your sleep. For you, get the kind of person who does it on a day
to day basis, so that it doesn’t require them to go all out to help you.
“If I have seen further, it is by standing on the shoulders of giants.” – Isaac Newton
If you pick me up, you are somehow going to have to put me down again. Don’t ever
accept help from someone who will not put you down again. You do not want to be
totally dependent on someone, remember they are not there to help you, they are there to
help usher you to your real help. Pick me up and drop me off, that’s the deal you should
have with the people who offer help. Help is very different from mentorship (chapter 4),
help me for now, help me for what I need now, don’t pick me up for ever – you want to
have the ability to do it yourself, and one day help (pick up) others too.
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•MAKE A PLAN
When they discovered that it was full at the door, and the line of sick people was long
they had to make a plan. They drilled a hole at the top, and lowered him down.
Are they able to do whatever it takes? I’m assuming if the friends drilled a hole through
the roof, then they had the ability. Entrepreneur – your help should have connections.
Don’t help me, if you don’t have the ability. If you promise me a job, please be the one
who’s hiring, have the ability. If you promise to get me someone’s contacts, at least be
their friend. I’m writing about the help that has the ability to drag me where I need to go.
Fire brigades come to fire situations because they have water (at least in normal
situations except ours). They have the ability, that is why they are called.

•BELIEVE IN THE HELP
The four men lowered their friend onto the place where Jesus was healing, the only
reason Jesus cut the queue and focussed on the man who was sick, was because of his
friends, and he explains that it is by the faith and desperation of his friends that he is
healed. Could we say that his friends knew that Jesus required people to have faith first
before he could heal them? If that is the case, then we can further more deduce that the
friends knew what would move Jesus, and therefore knew Jesus.
You want people who are going to lead you to your help, to know and believe in the kind
of help they are offering. If your people know that, then the help they offer you will make
you cut queues and go straight to being first in line. Because that is what help does, it
makes you cut through the lines and processes you have to go through, the moment you
find help, it will be evident – because you will do something with four times the speed as
opposed to the person who does it on their own.
Should every help have all the qualities? No. But I always suggest to people that they
should find four people who will be able to help them. Find one person who has at least
one of these characteristics.
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Introducing Abel Mukwevho
A WORLD CLASS speaking sensation! Abel Mukwevho is a
multi-talented professional speaker, specializing on the
subject of achievement. A South African born speaker whose
work has got an international footprint in countries such as;
Botswana, England, France, Israel, Nigeria, Russia, Spain,
USA, and Zimbabwe. He works with organisations, groups
and individuals helping them maximise their
performance to ACHIEVE optimum excellence and meet
their bottom line. Abel’s presentations are rich in content
and are extensively customised to be responsive to the
challenges and opportunities facing audience members. His
rare audience magnetism allows him to reignite the passion of
meaningful work in audience members. Abel’s unique thinking
model has helped people and organisations succeed by giving
them insights that excite them into action.
His over 10 years of public speaking experience has awarded
him the ability to connect to just about anyone; from the
street vendor in town to the CEO in the boardroom. From the “WOW! Dynamite doesn’t
come in small packages
township school kid to the Professor in University. His unique
anymore – it comes in
gift of simple and fascinating story telling concentrated with
Abel” – Fifi Fourie,
out of the ordinary speaking techniques, engages the full
(International speech
attention of audience members which makes his presentations
contest evaluation)
one of the best engagements anyone could ever attend. In Abel
Mukwevho, you are getting a seasoned performer and a
motivational teacher who is comfortable in small venues or on
a main stage in front of thousands. He will teach your
audience achievement from a fresh perspective – leaving them
energised, a little smarter and definitely inspired to make
change. You’re absolutely guaranteed that your audience will
have fun and enjoy many good laughs during Abel’s
dramatically memorable presentation!

ACHIEVEMENT PRESENTATIONS
THAT:

Services Include:
•Conference Keynote Speaking

•Improve performance

Achievement Consulting

Simplify Goals

Corporate function MC-ing

Inspire Change

After dinner speeches

Establish Purpose

Motivational Speaking

Develop Leadership
Attract Achievement

over artist
Burning Voice
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 What is your profession? – How to achieve fluent
mastery
There are people who are good at what they do. Then
there are those who are great at what they do. The ideal
worker is the one who functions with optimum
excellence, that all they need is little resources to get
you the desired results. In this presentation Abel will
inspire your audience to develop their work from just
ordinary performance to being masters of their craft and
be recognised as experts in their industry. This
presentation will improve performance, inspire
productivity, develop leadership and get you the desired
results. Click here to read the article...

Popular
Keynotes

From AMBITION to ACHIEVEMENT – The 5 step Journey
to GREAT Achievement
Everybody has dreams, visions and most certainly ambitions.
In most cases these are not achieved because individuals
don’t know what steps to take in which direction in order to
make this happen. In this presentation, Abel will teach your
audience about the blue-print to navigating their way from
small ambitions to great achievement. He simplifies and
demystifies the process to great achievement while at the
same time exposing opportunities for audience members.
Click here to read the article...
Can be customized to suit the needs of the client
Motivation 3.0 – Do meaningful work, deliver
GREAT results

“Excellent presentation.
Reminded me how to be an
outlier.” – Professor Dawit
Asmelash, University of
Pretoria

Did you know that what talented people want from a job
has changed? It used to be high salaries to verify their
value. Now it is meaningful work and jobs that fit into a
larger context of their life. Abel teaches audience
members how to find meaning in their work, by
combining their talents and the deep mysteries of great
performance
Can be customized to suit the needs of the
client

“I would do anything to have Abel
as our speaker again. Wonderful
“Surely others benefit immensely from
presentation.” – Dr. Thandi
your wisdom,.” – Victor Mecoamere,
Ndlovu, National President,
Assistant News Editor
Burning
Sample
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SAWIC (South African Women
InDesireSowetan,
Construction)

CONTACT
Abel Mukwevho, Professional Speaker and Author
Grooming Man Human Development

Cell: +27 83 959 7781
E-mail: abel.mukwevho@yahoo.com
Blog: www.abelmukwevho.blogspot.com
Twitter: @AbelMukwevho

Many Professional Speakers will sell you a speech, Abel Mukwevho
will sell you; a working relationship. By working with you and your
people Abel can ensure the future success of your organisation.
As an achievement speaker and consultant, Abel will study your
environment of work, embed his findings in one of his
presentations (specially customized), and present it in an dynamic
way.
In Abel Mukwevho, you are getting more than value for your
money – you are getting a seasoned speaker who understands
what it takes to achieve, and he will share these ideas with you
and your organisation to get you to achieve greatness and perform
in the level of CHAMPIONS!

Hire Abel Mukwevho to help you and your
organisation, achieve GREAT results!
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